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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov was founded in March 2005. It is patterned after the 

Bobover Yeshiva that existed in pre-war Poland. The Seminary caters primarily to 

Bobover Chassidic students but has a minority of non-Bobover Chassidic students as 

well. The Talmudical Seminary of Bobov seeks to provide students with a well - 

grounded education, in Talmud, Jewish Law, Bible, Ethics and Chassidic teachings. 

There is special emphasis on the teaching of the leaders of the Bobov Chassidic dynasty 

and its antecedents from the Sanz Chassidic dynasty. 

 
CAMPUS AND FACILITIES 

 
 

Administrative Offices: 5120 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

Educational Center: 5120 New Utrecht Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

 

 

The campus is accessible via the D train 50th Street Station or the B11 bus. 

 

The main level of the building that houses the educational center is the ground level. 

It houses the focal point of the yeshiva where the students spend most of their waking 

hours – the Main Study Hall. On the main floor there is also a “break room” where 

the students can avail themselves of coffee, tea and light snacks. The Dean of Men’s 

(Menahel’s) office is just outside the Main Study Hall. The second floor of the building 

houses the dining facilities. The dining room can accommodate 180 people. The other 

major section of the top floor contains six spacious classrooms that serve the student 

body. There is one double sized classroom for occasions when classes of ethical or 

Chassidic discourse are given to more than one class. 
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The upper floor also contains teachers’ offices and other faculty offices as well as a 

maintenance/upkeep section, which includes a room used for binding and collating of 

the books in the library. 
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LIBRARY 

 
 

The library, which contains approximately 25,000 volumes, and which includes our 

library at 1362 49 Street is divided up into different sections with separate sections for 

each area of study. The Talmud section contains numerous volumes of the Talmud 

and hundreds of commentators. The Talmudic commentary portion of the library is 

itself subdivided with one portion dedicated to the commentaries of the Rishonim 

(medieval commentators) and the second portion containing the commentaries of the 

Acharonim (later commentaries that span from the 16th century commentators through 

those written by contemporary scholars living in our times). In addition to the some 

500 volumes in the Talmud section the library has a separate section containing about 

100 volumes devoted to the works of Maimonides (Rambam) and the many 

commentators that have written works elucidating and challenging the conclusions of 

Maimonidies. 

 
The next section of the library is the one devoted to halacha (Jewish law) beginning 

with the Shulchan Aruch and spanning the whole gamut of classical and contemporary 

commentators. Another, prominent section of the library is devoted to works of mussar 

and Chassidus. 

The Chassidic works generally but not always are based on the weekly Torah portion, 

(Parasha). This section contains some 900 volumes. 

 
 

 
 

ACCREDITATION 
 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov’s First Talmudic Degree Program is accredited by the 

Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools (AARTS) located at 2329 

Nostrand Ave Suite M-200 Brooklyn, NY 11210 Their phone number is (212) 363-

1991. Email office@aarts-schools.org  Copies of the letter of accreditation are 

available at the administrative office during regular business hours. 

mailto:office@aarts-schools.org
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NY STATE NOTICE 

 
 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov does not offer programs leading to the academic 

degrees authorized by the New York State Board of Regents. In Talmudical Seminary 

of Bobov’s opinion, its studies, though different in kind, are equivalent in duration, 

intensity, depth of knowledge, and quality of scholarship to degree programs approved 

by the Regents. The credits offered by this institution measure a student’s progress 

toward the rabbinical degrees offered by this institution. Under New York State Law, 

a corporation formed for religious and educational purposes which does not confer 

academic degrees requiring program registration by the State Education Department 

requires no State approval or credential in order to exist or to perform its postsecondary 

education functions. Talmudical Seminary of Bobov falls into this category and is 

therefore not subject to the evaluation of the New York State Board of Regents. 

 

 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

Applicants to Talmudical Seminary of Bobov must be high school graduates. They 

must also meet the following minimum qualifications. 

 
Talmud: The ability to independently comprehend basic Talmudic text and the 

completion of 150 folios of Talmud with the commentary of Rashi. 

 
Bible: A completion of the Pentateuch and substantial parts of the Prophets and 

Hagiographa. 

 
Language: The ability to read and write classical Hebrew; a working knowledge of the 

Aramaic language of the Talmud and fluency in Yiddish, the language of instruction 

at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov. 
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The first step in the application process is to arrange for a personal interview with the 

Dean, At the time of the interview, a member of the faculty will administer a thorough 

examination in Talmudic studies. The Admissions Office will also request transcripts 

of previous advanced study in other institutions and recommendations from faculty 

members at their previous schools of attendance. 

 
The selection of applicants will be based upon their intellectual ability, academic 

preparation and personal ethical development. If accepted for enrollment, the 

applicant will then be asked to complete an admission form. 

Admission to Talmudical Seminary of Bobov is open to male members of the 

Orthodox Jewish faith without regard to color, race, national origin or handicap. 

 
In order to initiate the application process, we encourage qualified students to write to 

or call the admissions office, Rabbi Abraham Horowitz at: 

 
Talmudical Seminary of Bobov 

5120 New Utrecht Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11210 

718-854-8700 

 
 

NON DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

 
 

Qualified men of the Orthodox Jewish faith are admitted to Talmudical Seminary of 

Bobov without regard to age, race, color, national origin or physical handicap. 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov is an Equal Opportunity Employer and is in 

compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Tile IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Americans 

with Disabilities Act of 1992. 
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Beyond equal access, opportunity and accommodation, Talmudical Seminary of 

Bobov is committed to the understanding, sensitivity, patience, encouragement and 

support that are so vital to guaranteeing to all qualified students, the same educational 

experience and environment as well as the equal opportunity to learn and study at the 

institution. 

 
While present facilities are not fully accessible to the handicapped student, every effort 

will be made to accommodate any handicapped student who is admitted the 

institution. For example, the 52nd Street entrance is wheel-chair accessible. 

 

 

TUITION AND FEES 

 
 

Tuition charges for the 2022-2023 academic year are $12,600 per student. 

In addition, students can chose to avail themselves of the meal plan which includes 

daily meals at an additional charge. The charge for meals for dependent students is 

$3,700, which includes three meals per day. The charge for meals for independent 

students is $2,200, which includes two meals per day. All students are required to 

be equipped with all books and materials needed at the beginning of each semester. 

 
Sample Student Budgets: 
 

 
Independent: 

Living Allowance: 

 
18,470.00 

Personal: 3,000.00 

 

Dependent: 

 

 

Living Allowance: 
 

1,800.00 

Personal: 3,000.00 
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2022-2023 Calendar 

Fall Semester 

Spring Semester 

 

September 1, 2022 to December 13, 2022 

December 15, 2022 to March 14, 2023 

Summer Semester March 16, 2023 to June 30, 2023 

There will be no sessions on the following days: 

September 25- September 27, 2022: 

October 4 to October 21, 2022: 

March 7- 8, 2023 : 

March 29 - April 14, 2023: 

May 26, 2021: 
 
 

 
REFUND POLICY AND RETURN TO TITLE IV 

Rosh Hashana 

Yom Kippur – Sukkos 

Purim 

Pesach 

Shevuos 

 
 

Students who must withdraw while the semester is in progress must notify the registrar, 

Rabbi Solomon Gordon, of their intent to withdraw from the institution while the 

semester is in progress. 

 
A student who withdraws from the institution while the semester is still in progress 

may not be able to retain all of the financial aid he has been awarded. Generally, if a 

student officially withdraws before 60% of the semester has passed he will be able to 

retain a prorated portion of the financial aid awarded. If he withdraws after 60% of 

the semester has passed, he will most likely be able to retain all of the Title IV federal 

aid he has been awarded for that semester. 

 
In accordance with federal regulations for schools that are not required to take 

attendance, the official date of withdrawal for Return to Title IV calculations is the 
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date that the student notifies the registrar or the date that he indicates in his notice to 

the registrar, whichever is earlier. Unofficial withdrawal refers to a student who 

withdraws without formal notification. The date used in the event of the student’s 

unofficial withdrawal will be the date when the school discovered the withdrawal 

through any form of notification other than our formal procedure, including the last 

day of academic activity, or verbal notification from the student to a member of our 

staff. 

 
In accordance with federal regulations for schools that are not required to take 

attendance, the withdrawal date for a student who withdraws without notifying the 

registrar, and for whom the school cannot determine the date of withdrawal through 

the date of last academic activity, is considered to be the mid-point of the semester. 

 
Return to Title IV calculations for students who follow the official withdrawal 

procedure will be calculated based upon the official date of withdrawal. If a student 

does not give official notice of his withdrawal, the return of Title IV funds will be 

calculated based upon the midpoint of the semester, unless it has been confirmed that 

the student attended 60% of the semester. 

 
The Return of Title IV Aid regulations require that the school calculate the amount of 

federal aid that the student has earned up to the time of   withdrawal. Students 

earn aid in proportion to the amount of the semester that they complete. For  

example, if a student completes 14.5%  of  the semester (calculated by dividing the 

number of days up to the withdrawal date by the number of days in the semester), then the 

student earns 14.5% of his Federal Title IV aid that could have been disbursed. After 

calculating the amount of aid earned, the school must then determine if any unearned 

aid must be returned to the federal Government, or if the student is eligible for any 

additional federal aid. 

A student may rescind his or her official notification to withdraw by notifying the 

Office of the Registrar, in writing, or in person, of his intention to complete the term. 
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This rescission of withdrawal is cancelled, however, should the student subsequently 

cease to attend prior to the end of the payment period. In that case, the original date 

of withdrawal would once again apply, unless there is acceptable documentation 

showing a later date of attendance at an academically related activity, and Talmudical 

Seminary of Bobov chooses to use such date. 

 
Additional Notes: 

 

 Talmudical Seminary of Bobov offers only one major. Thus, multiple majors 

need not be addressed in this policy. 

 Talmudical Seminary of Bobov does not offer non-credit courses. 

 
 Talmudical Seminary of Bobov does not offer a second Bachelor’s Degree 

 
To calculate the amount of Title IV to be returned, the institution utilizes the Return 

to Title IV software provided by the U.S. Department of Education. 

 
Funds will be returned to the various federal financial aid programs according to the 

following order: 

 
(i) Unsubsidized Federal Direct Stafford loans 

(ii) Subsidized Federal Direct Stafford loans 

(iii) Federal Perkins loans 

(iv) Federal Direct PLUS received on behalf of the student 

 

If unearned funds remain to be returned after repayment of outstanding loan amounts, 

the remaining excess will be credited to any amount awarded for the payment period 

or period of enrollment for which a return of funds is required in the following order: 

(i) Federal Pell Grants 

(ii) FSEOG 
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Any funds that need to be returned to a lender will be returned by the school on behalf 

of the student. The student will receive notification that the funds have been returned. 

The student already provided authorization for this return of funds when applying for 

a loan. 

 
Refunds and returns of Title IV funds will be made within thirty days of the date of 

determination that a student has withdrawn. Cash refunds to students will be made 

within fourteen days from the date that a credit balance occurs as a result of the refund 

calculation. 

 
Refund and Return of Title IV fund calculations are quite complicated. Illustrative 

examples of refund calculations are available at the financial aid office. 

 

INSTITUTIONAL REFUND POLICY 

 
Students who withdraw on or before the first day of classes are provided with a full 

refund of all of their tuition. Thereafter a student who withdraws before the completion 

of ten percent of the time for which he was charged will be refunded ninety percent of 

his tuition charges. Students withdrawing after the ten percent mark but before the end 

of the first twenty five percent of the enrollment period will be refunded fifty percent 

of tuition charges. Students withdrawing between the end of the first twenty five 

percent of classes and fifty percent of the enrollment period will be refunded twenty 

five percent of tuition charges. Students withdrawing after this period are not entitled 

to any refunds. Under no circumstances will refunds exceed the total amount of tuition 

collected for the student’s account. 
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FINANCIAL AID 
 
 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov currently participates in the federal financial student 

aid programs. The school also offers an institutional scholarship program. A 

description of the financial aid programs available, as well as application deadlines can 

be found below: 

 
Any student who has difficulty in meeting his educational costs at Talmudical 

Seminary of Bobov should meet with the Financial Aid Administrator, Rabbi Joseph 

Deutsch, to learn about the options available to him, which may include grants, 

scholarships, and deferred payment plans. 

 
The Financial Aid Office will make a determination as to the expected amount to be 

paid by the student and his family and assess what federal aid, if any, may be available 

to the student. 

 
Financial aid packages that are offered to students may include Pell, FSEOG and N.Y. 

State TAP grants. The institution may also offer financial assistance in the form of 

institutional scholarships to needy students as long as scholarship funds are available. 

Initial eligibility for federal programs is determined by an evaluation of the student’s 

financial need, based strictly on the formulas developed by the Department of 

Education. 

 
A student’s financial need is determined by subtracting the contributions expected 

from the student and his parents from the total cost of education. The total financial 

aid awarded a student usually cannot exceed the student’s need. This process is 

explained in greater detail below. 

 
In order to qualify for Federal financial aid programs a student must: 

 be enrolled in an eligible program 

 be a U.S. Citizen, permanent resident of the U.S., or eligible non-citizen 
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 utilize all assistance funds for education-related expenses 

 have fulfilled Selective Service registration requirements 

 maintain satisfactory progress toward completion of a program of study 

 be a high school graduate 

 
 
 

 
APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID 

 
 

To apply for financial aid, a prospective student should complete a “Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid” (FAFSA) available from the Financial Aid Office. 

 
Students may be required to supply additional documentation, such as IRS Tax 

Transcripts, to verify the information supplied on the FAFSA. 

 
Awards are made for one academic year at a time, and are not automatically 

renewable. Students must reapply each year before the appropriate deadline. 

 

 

FINANCIAL AID NEED 

 
 

Title IV federal program eligibility is based on a process called “need analysis”. The 

following is a brief explanation of need analysis. 

 
First, a determination is made whether the student is dependent on his parents, or is 

independent. There are several factors that are taken into account. Students should 

carefully read the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), and its 

instructions. The Director of Financial Aid will be able to explain further if the student 

has any questions about his status. 

If the student is determined to be dependent on his parents, a parental contribution is 

assessed.  This is the amount that the parents are expected to pay, based on their 
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income and available assets. Allowances are made for expenses such as living 

allowance based on family size, taxes paid, and the number of children in college. 

 
The student himself is expected to contribute towards his education, using his 

earnings, if applicable. The student’s assets (such as savings) are generally considered 

to be available for the purpose of his education and are expected to be divided among 

his years of post-secondary education. 

 
The Parental Contribution, where applicable, is added to the Student Contribution, to 

yield the “Expected Family Contribution”. Expenses beyond those listed above may 

be considered under a process known as “Professional Judgement”. This process can 

be initiated by student or parent request after the student’s initial eligibility has been 

determined. Then, the student and/or parent submits documentation of tuition, 

medical expenses, or other unusual expenses or circumstances (such as loss of income). 

Upon proper documentation, the circumstances can be taken into account by the 

Director of Financial Aid to produce a different “Expected Family Contribution”. 

 
The student’s budget or cost of education is calculated based on tuition and fees plus 

a standard allowance for living expenses, which depends on whether the student lives 

on-campus, with his parents, or has other arrangements. 

 
The Expected Family Contribution is then subtracted from the student’s total budget. 

The result is known as the student’s “need”. This concept of need is the foundation of 

financial aid. Students exhibiting need, who apply on time will probably be awarded 

aid. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 

 
 

Applications for Pell Grants may be processed until June 30, 2023. However, the 

response which results from this application (ISIR) must be received by the last day of 

attendance, which is June 30, 2023. Therefore, students must submit their applications 

sufficiently in advance of June 30, in order that the school receive the ISIR by that 

date. 

 
Students are urged to submit their applications by September 1, 2022. Failure to meet 

the deadline may delay the processing of a student’s application. More importantly, 

the funds for some programs are limited and will be distributed with priority given to 

those students who have met the deadline. 

 
FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS 

 
 

The Federal Pell Grant Program provides grants to undergraduate students. These 

grants do not have to be repaid. This program is an “entitlement” which means that 

each eligible student who attends an eligible institution and applies on time 

will receive a Federal Pell Grant.  Grants vary from $692.  to $6,895, based 

on the “Expected Family Contribution” generated by a federally mandated formula. 

 
Students will benefit from our new summer semester in that they will now be eligible 

for an additional 50% Pell Grant eligibility for the third semester. Thus, students who 

are Pell eligible and attend a full academic year, which includes all three semesters, 

will receive 150% of Pell Grant funds. 

 
Please be aware that this additional 50% will be applied to the student’s total Lifetime 

Eligibility for Pell of 600%. 

 
Financial aid disbursements in the Federal Pell Program are scheduled at the 

beginning of each semester, provided all paperwork has been submitted and is 
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complete. A student generally receives one half of his scheduled award during the first 

semester and the second half during the second semester. Students who attend for both 

semesters, but whose paperwork is completed during the second semester may be paid 

retroactively for the first semester. 

 
Payments from the Federal Pell Program will be made by credit to the student’s tuition 

account. Students will be informed of the expected amount of these payments, and 

may inspect their tuition records during regular hours of the Financial Aid Office. 

 
 

The Campus-Based Programs are a group of programs funded under Title IV. The 

campus-based programs in which the institution participates are: 

 
 FSEOG - Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants 

 

In this programs, fixed sums are allocated to each school based on its size and other 

factors. The institution then analyzes the need of all eligible financial aid applicants 

whose paperwork is completed in a timely manner, and determines an equitable 

distribution of the funds available in a process known as “packaging”. Thus, students 

who apply after initial packaging deadlines (as posted in school) may be too late to 

receive any funds from these programs. 

 
The Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant is a Campus-Based grant 

program available to undergraduate students. Priority is given to Pell recipients with 

the lowest Family Contribution. Awards, when available, will range from $100 to 

$4000. 

 

Financial aid disbursements in the Federal SEOG Program are scheduled at the 

beginning of each semester, providing that all paperwork has been submitted and is 

complete. A student generally receives one half of his scheduled award during the first 

semester and the second half during the second semester. Students who complete their 
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paperwork during the second semester may be paid retroactively for the first semester. 

However, students should keep in mind the strong likelihood that all funds for FSEOG 

will have been allocated by that time. 

 
Payments from the FSEOG program will be made by credit to the student’s tuition 

account.  Students will be informed of the expected amounts of these payments, and 

may inspect their tuition records during regular hours of the Financial Aid Office. 

 
The Federal Work Study Program is an employment program. Currently, Talmudical 

Seminary of Bobov does not provide Federal Work Study employment. 

 
INSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

Institutional scholarship funds are available for students who have exhausted all other 

avenues of assistance and are still unable to meet their cost of attendance. 

 
The family is expected to make a contribution towards the student’s education, based 

on their ability to pay, as determined by formulae explained above. Students who 

apply for other types of financial aid will automatically be considered for an 

institutional scholarship. Those who do not apply to other programs may contact the 

Financial Aid Office to apply for institutional scholarships. 

 
While the institution does not guarantee the availability of funds, every effort is made 

to offer the student a package of federal and institutional aid which will cover the 

student’s direct educational need. 
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SATISFACTORY PROGRESS AND FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID 

 

 
To re-establish good standing, students must consult with the Menahel, Rabbi Shulim 

Reichberg, who will design a study plan to assist the student in raising his grades. 

Rabbi Reichberg will inform the Financial Aid Office when he determines that the 

student is successfully implementing the study plan. Such notifications will allow the 

student to again participate in the aid programs until the completion of the semester. 

Students who do not take advantage of the Menahel’s program shall continue to have 

their financial aid eligibility suspended until the time they can establish satisfactory 

progress. 
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ACADEMIC REGULATIONS 

 

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY 
All matriculated students pursuing an approved program at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov 

are required to maintain satisfactory academic progress toward graduation, which in this 
institution is defined as being in good academic standing as detailed below. Satisfactory 

progress standards for Title IV federal financial aid recipients are the same as for all 
matriculated students at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov. 

 

Satisfactory academic progress at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov has two principal 

components: a qualitative standard and a quantitative standard: 

 Qualitative Standard 

In pursuit of graduation, the student must achieve a cumulative grade point average 

(GPA) of 2.0 (the equivalent of a “C” average) or better. Students are evaluated at 
the end of each semester and are expected to maintain a minimum cumulate GPA of 
2.0. 

Semester grade point averages shall be calculated according to the following 

numerical equivalents: 

A 4.0 

A- 3.7 

B+ 3.33 

B 3.0 

B- 2.7 

C+ 2.3 

C 2.0 

C- 1.7 

D+ 1.3 

D 1.0 

W Withdrawal 

I Incomplete 

F 0.0 
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 Quantitative Standard 

 

A student must make sufficient progress through the academic program to complete 
the 144 credits, five-year undergraduate program, within a time period of not more 

than 18 semesters, with a maximum attempted credits ceiling of 216 credits. 
Full time students must successfully complete 67% of the normal attempted credits per 

semester and must make sufficient progress to complete the normal five-year program 
in six years. The chart below illustrates the maximum completion time with the 

number of credits students must earn by the end of each semester: 

 

 

All credit-bearing courses are calculated into your “hours attempted” and are counted 

towards the maximum timeframe for financial aid purposes. This includes accepted transfer 
credit, regardless of whether you received aid for the courses, as well as courses from which 

you withdraw after the add/drop period. Note that credit earned through study abroad is 
treated as transfer credit. 

 
As the chart shows, a student must successfully complete 144 credits in order to earn an undergraduate 
degree at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov. A student progresses to the next level by earning 30 credits 

per level. In order for the student to be considered making Satisfactory Progress, he needs to progress 
through the program at least at the pace specified above. That is, he needs to have earned 24 credits by 
the end of year one, 48 credits by the end of year two, etc. Of course, the student may complete the 5-

year program at a faster pace. That is, he may complete the program in 4 years, which is expected to 

occur in most cases. Nevertheless, if the student will at least maintain the pace specified above, he will 
complete the program in 6 years and will be maintaining satisfactory progress, thus remaining eligible 
for Title IV aid. 
 

 

At the end of each year, corresponding to the end of the payment period, students’ academic 

files are evaluated to determine if the students are making satisfactory academic progress. As 
part of the evaluation, the student’s earned credits are divided by the student’s attempted 
credits to determine if the student is progressing through the five-year academic program at a 

pace sufficient to complete the program within the maximum time frame. If the number of 
credits earned divided by the number of credits attempted is 67% or greater and the student 

has earned at least the number of credits that appears in the chart above that corresponds to 
his semester of attendance, he is determined to be making satisfactory progress. 

 

Although formal attendance is not recorded, students are expected to attend all 
lectures and study sessions. 

 

Semester 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Credits 
Earned 

8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 104 112 120 128 136 144 

Max 
Credits 
Attempted 

12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108 120 132 144 156 168 180 192 204 216 
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Students who are absent excessively may be denied credit for course work during the 
period when excessive absences occurred. Students consistently maintaining a 2.0 (or 

“C”) average, who drop below this average, will be placed on academic probation by 
their faculty advisor for one semester. 

 

A student’s academic progress will be evaluated annually to correspond with the end of a 
payment period. 

 

A student who is found, after evaluation, to not be maintaining Satisfactory Academic 
Progress will no longer be eligible to receive assistance under the Title IV, HEA programs 
unless the student has successfully appealed and has been placed on Financial Aid Probation. 

 

This period of Probation allows the student to receive Federal Financial Aid for one payment 
period. At the end of this probationary payment period, the student will again be evaluated 

for SAP and the student must be found, at that time, to meet the school’s SAP standards or 
meet the requirements of the study plan developed by the school (see below) to qualify for 

further Title IV, HEA program funds. 
Any student who wishes to challenge a probationary or unsatisfactory status may appeal to 

the Dean in writing. A student may file an appeal on the basis of various special 
circumstances, including death of a relative, injury or illness of the student, financial or 
family obligations, psychological, physical or financial impediments to maintaining SAP, or 

other special circumstances, whose validity will be determined by the Dean who reviews the 
appeal. 

 

The student must also describe what has changed in the student’s situation that will allow the 
student to demonstrate SAP at the next evaluation. 

 

If warranted, the Dean will meet with the faculty and advisors involved to consider the 
student’s request. The student will be informed within thirty days of the decision. The 

Dean’s decision is final. 
 

If the appeal is denied, the student will only be able to regain his Title IV eligibility 

by either satisfactorily completing the necessary credits in a subsequent semester, at 
his own expense, or by following an academic plan that will ensure that the student 

can meet the Seminary’s SAP guidelines by a specific point in time. 
 

 

To re-establish good standing, students must consult with the Menahel, Rabbi Shulim 

Reichberg, who will design a study plan to assist the student in raising his grades. Rabbi 
Reichberg will inform the Financial Aid Office when he determines that the student is 

successfully implementing the study plan. Such notifications will allow the student to again 
participate in the aid programs until the completion of the semester. Students who do not 
take advantage of the Menahel’s program shall continue to have their financial aid eligibility 

suspended until the time they can establish satisfactory progress. 
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A student who is reinstated must maintain at least a 2.0 average. 
 

INCOMPLETES AND WITHDRAWALS 

 

Students who fail to complete all required coursework may be allowed up to six 
months to fulfill the requirements for the course, during which time the grade will be 

noted as Incomplete - non punitive. If the work is not completed satisfactorily by the 
required time, the grade will be recorded as F. Courses for which the student earns a 

grade of incomplete are counted in the students’ number of attempted credits. 
 

Students who withdraw or fail to complete a course, and have the approval of the Dean for 

the withdrawal may have the course recorded as Withdrawn Without Penalty, and the GPA 
will not be adversely affected. However, the course(s) will be counted towards the students’ 
number of attempted credits. 

 
Students may add/drop courses up until the last day of the add/drop period for any given 

session. Consult the academic calendar for specific dates. 
 

Students should notify the Menahel, Rabbi Reichberg for approval and, once approved should 
make sure that the Registrar’s office has processed the add/drop.   
 

Courses dropped during the add/drop period will not appear on the student's transcript. 
 

REPETITION 

 

All repeated courses are counted in the number of student’s attempted credits, but cannot be 
counted towards full time enrollment status for the semester in which the repeated course is 

taken, unless the student is retaking a course in which he received a failing grade. 

 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE – 

 

Students may request an official leave of absence from the dean, such students may 
continue taking courses and earn a degree upon returning without filing a request to 
re-enter the Yeshiva. In order to be granted a leave of absence a student must follow 

the procedures outlined below: 
 

The student must request the leave of absence in writing to the Dean, 

 
 The request must be signed and dated and must include the reason for which the 

student is requesting a leave of absence. A leave of absence will not be granted if the 
reason for the request is not included. The request for a leave of absence will be 

reviewed by the Rosh HaYeshiva within ten days of submission. If approved, the 
request will be forwarded to the registrar’s office and will be placed in the student’s 
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academic file. Notification will be sent to the financial aid office. 
 

The student must submit the request for a leave of absence and must receive the 

approval prior to beginning the leave of absence except in unusual circumstances 
where it was not possible for the student to make the request prior to the start of the 

leave of absence, i.e. if the student was in a car accident or other unforeseen 
emergency/disaster. 
A student will only be granted a leave of absence if it can be expected that the student 

will return from the leave of absence on time. If it appears that the student may not 
return after the leave of absence, an approval will not be granted. 

 

The maximum time for an approved leave of absence is 180 days. 

 

Students on an approved leave of absence will not be considered withdrawn from the 

institution and no refund calculations will be made for Title IV financial aid received. 
Students who fail to return to school after an approved leave of absence will be 
considered withdrawn from the institution as of the date of the start of the leave of 

absence and refunds will be calculated accordingly. 
 

 

TRANSFER CREDITS 

 

 

Credits may be granted, at the discretion of the Yeshiva, for courses taken at another 

postsecondary institution of Talmudic Studies providing the following stipulations are 
met: 

 

 The credits transferred must be based on course work similar in content, style 

and academic rigor to the one offered at the Yeshiva. 

 The student must have achieved a grade that would have enabled him to pass 

a similar course at the Yeshiva. 

 All credits transferred must be properly documented by submission of official 
transcript from the previous school. 

 Transfer credits accepted are counted towards the number of attempted credits 
and the number of credits earned by the student. 

. 



25  

Any student who wishes to challenge a probationary or unsatisfactory status may 

appeal to the Dean in writing. A student may file an appeal on the basis of various 

special circumstances, including death of a relative, injury or illness of the student, 

financial or family obligations, psychological, physical or financial impediments to 

maintaining SAP, or other special circumstances, whose validity will be determined 

by the Dean who reviews the appeal. 

 
The student must also describe what has changed in the student’s situation that will 

allow the student to demonstrate SAP at the next evaluation. 

 
If warranted, the Dean will meet with the faculty and advisors involved to consider 

the student’s request. The student will be informed within thirty days of the decision. 

The Dean’s decision is final. 

 
If the appeal is denied, the student will only be able to regain his Title IV eligibility by 

either satisfactorily completing the necessary credits in a subsequent semester, at his 

own expense, or by following an academic plan that will ensure that the student can 

meet the Seminary’s SAP guidelines by a specific point in time. 

 
To reestablish good standing, students must consult with the Rosh Yeshiva. A faculty 

member will design a study plan to assist the student in raising his grades. A student 

who is reinstated must maintain a 2.0 average. 

 
Transfer of Credit: 

 
 

Credits transferred from another institution will be counted as both attempted and 

completed hours. Thus, these credits will affect the GPA, as well as the determination 

of Satisfactory Academic Progress status. 
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FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID ACADEMIC PROBATION 

 
 

The Dean will monitor the student during the period of probation and will devise a 

study plan to enable the student to improve his academic standing. This may involve 

conferences with the student and his instructors. If during the probation period the 

student’s academic performance improves and the student’s progress is within 

satisfactory academic progress standards, the probationary status will terminate. 

 
If after the period of probation, the student’s academic performance still fails to meet 

the academic progress standards of the institution, he will be subject to academic 

discipline, which may include expulsion or suspension from the institution, and will 

be ineligible to receive Title IV federal financial aid. 

 

 

APPEALS PROCESS, MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES 

 
 

A student who wishes to appeal a determination of probationary status, lack of 

satisfactory progress, or similar issues may appeal in writing to the Dean, Rabbi Rubin. 

The Dean will consider all relevant information i.e. mitigating circumstances such as 

illness or death in the immediate family or other unusual situations such as divorce or 

unemployment. The Dean will consult with faculty members as appropriate. 

The Dean’s decision will be conveyed to the student in writing within ten days of filing 

a written appeal. 

 

 

REINSTATEMENT 

 
 

Any student who loses his financial aid eligibility for a semester due to failure to 

maintain satisfactory progress in the probationary period, may be reinstated for the 
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following semester upon re-establishing satisfactory progress. The Dean will notify the 

Financial Aid Office of each student’s status at the start of each semester. 

 
To re-establish good standing, students must consult with the Dean, who will design a 

study plan to assist the student in raising his grades. The Dean will inform the 

Financial Aid Office when he determines that the student is successfully implementing 

the study plan. Such notifications will allow the student to again participate in the aid 

programs until the completion of the semester. Students who do not take advantage 

of the Dean’s program shall continue to have their financial aid eligibility suspended 

until the time they can establish satisfactory progress. 

 

 

INCOMPLETES AND WITHDRAWALS 

 
 

Students who fail to complete all required coursework may be allowed up to six 

months to fulfill the requirements for the course, during which time the grade will be 

noted as Incomplete - non punitive. If the work is not completed satisfactorily by the 

required time, the grade will be recorded as F. Courses for which the student earns a 

grade of incomplete are counted in the students’ number of attempted credits. 

 
Students who withdraw or fail to complete a course, and have the approval of the Dean 

for the withdrawal may have the course recorded as Withdrawn Without Penalty, and 

the GPA will not be adversely affected. However, the course(s) will be counted 

towards the students’ number of attempted credits. 

 

Students may add/drop courses up until the last day of the add/drop period for any 

given session. Consult the academic calendar for specific dates. 

 

Students should notify the Menahel, Rabbi Reichberg for approval and, once 

approved should make sure that the Registrar’s office has processed the add/drop.   

 

Courses dropped during the add/drop period will not appear on the student's 
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transcript. 

 
REPETITION 

 
 

All repeated courses are counted in the number of student’s attempted credits, but 

cannot be counted towards full time enrollment status for the semester in which the 

repeated course is taken, unless the student is retaking a course in which he received a 

failing grade. 
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NONCREDIT REMEDIAL COURSES 

 
Talmudical Seminary of Bobov does not offer noncredit remedial courses. 

 

 

 
TRANSFER CREDITS 

 
 

Credits may be granted, at the discretion of the Yeshiva, for courses taken at another 

postsecondary institution of Talmudic Studies providing the following stipulations are 

met: 

 
 The credits transferred must be based on course work similar in content, style 

and academic rigor to the one offered at the Yeshiva. 

 The student must have achieved a grade that would have enabled him to pass 

a similar course at the Yeshiva. 

 All credits transferred must be properly documented by submission of official 

transcript from the previous school. 

 Transfer credits accepted are counted towards the number of attempted credits 

and the number of credits earned by the student. 

 
Decisions regarding transfer credits are subject to the same appeals process described 

below. 

GROUNDS FOR DISMISSAL 

 
 

Students are expected to keep the hours of Talmudical Seminary of Bobov’s course 

and study schedule, and attend all lectures. They must also complete regular oral 

and/or written exams and maintain satisfactory progress. 

 
Students who fail to adhere to Talmudical Seminary of Bobov’s regulations, or do not 

maintain satisfactory academic progress, may be placed on probation. If improvement 
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is not seen, the Dean will notify the student that he may be dismissed from the school. 

 

Students who persistently violate Talmudical Seminary of Bobov’s rules of conduct 

and discipline may also be dismissed from Talmudical Seminary of Bobov. 

 
It should be noted that dismissals are extremely rare as every effort is made to accept 

students of high character and diligence 

 
 

GOOD ACADEMIC STANDING FOR STATE GRANT PROGRAMS 

 
To maintain eligibility for NY state aid grants (TAP), students must be in Good 

Academic Standing which is defined as accumulating a minimum number of credits 

and achieving a specified GPA each term. The requirements are based on the school’s 

minimum requirements. The chart below illustrates these minimum requirements: 

 
 

Semester 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Minimum Credits that 

student must have 

Earned 

 
0 

 
6 

 
15 

 
27 

 
39 

 
51 

 
66 

 
81 

 
96 

 
111 

With at least a GPA of 
…. 

0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 

 

 

 

For NY state aid programs i.e. TAP there is no financial aid warning period. Students 

who do not meet good academic standing will lose their eligibility for state aid. There 

is a one-time waiver of good academic standing that may be used by students receiving 

state grants. This waiver is only issued in situations where there are extenuating 

circumstances that contributed to the drop in good academic standing i.e. illness of the 

student or death in the student’s family. To apply for this waiver, the student must 

make a written request to the Dean, Rabbi Rubin and supply third party 

documentation i.e. a doctor’s note. There is also a C waiver for students who fail to 

meet the required GPA average. These waivers are handled on a case by case basis 
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and a request for the waiver which includes supporting documentation must be 

provided to the FAA 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 
 

Although formal attendance is not taken at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov, students 

are expected to attend all classes regularly. Excessive unexcused absences may be 

grounds for dismissal. 

 

 

 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – FEDERAL POLICY 

 
 

Students may request an official leave of absence from the Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Unger. 

Such students may continue taking courses and earn a degree upon returning without filing 

a request to re-enter the Yeshiva. In order to be granted a leave of absence a student must 

follow the procedures outlined below: 

 
The student must request the leave of absence in writing to the Dean, Rabbi Rubin. The 

request must be signed and dated and must include the reason for which the student is 

requesting a leave of absence. A leave of absence will not be granted if the reason for the 

request is not included. The request for a leave of absence will be reviewed by the Rosh 

HaYeshiva within ten days of submission. If approved, the request will be forwarded to the 

registrar’s office and will be placed in the student’s academic file. Notification will be sent 

to the financial aid office. 

 
The student must submit the request for a leave of absence and must receive the approval 

prior to beginning the leave of absence except in unusual circumstances where it was not 

possible for the student to make the request prior to the start of the leave of absence, i.e. if 

the student was in a car accident or other unforeseen emergency/disaster. 
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A student will only be granted a leave of absence if it can be expected that the student will 

return from the leave of absence on time. If it appears that the student may not return after 

the leave of absence, an approval will not be granted. 

 
The maximum time for an approved leave of absence is 180 days. 

 

Students on an approved leave of absence will not be considered withdrawn from the 

institution and no refund calculations will be made for Title IV financial aid received. 

Students who fail to return to school after an approved leave of absence will be considered 

withdrawn from the institution as of the date of the start of the leave of absence and refunds 

will be calculated accordingly. 
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NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS UNDER THE FAMILY EDUCATIONAL 

RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT  

FERPA 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY OF STUDENT RECORDS 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) gives students 

certain rights, consistent with the privacy of others, to review records, files and data held 

about them on an official basis by TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV and also 

gives students the right to challenge the content of those records, files and data which they 

believe to be misleading, inaccurate or otherwise in violation of their privacy and other 

rights. Disclosure of information in educational records to persons within or outside of 

TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV requires written consent of the student. The 

written consent must be signed and dated and include a specification of the records to be 

disclosed, the purpose of disclosure, and the party to whom the disclosure may be made. 

Specifically, the student’s rights under FERPA include the following: 

A: THE RIGHT TO INSPECT AND REVIEW THE STUDENT’S EDUCATIONAL RECORDS WITHIN 

45 DAYS OF THE DAY TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV RECEIVES A REQUEST 

FOR ACCESS. STUDENTS SHOULD SUBMIT TO THE REGISTRAR, DEAN, OR OTHER 

APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL, WRITTEN REQUESTS THAT IDENTIFY THE RECORD(S) THEY WISH 

TO INSPECT. THE SEMINARY OFFICIAL WILL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ACCESS AND 

NOTIFY THE STUDENTS OF THE TIME AND PLACE WHERE THE RECORDS MAY BE 

INSPECTED. IF THE RECORDS ARE NOT MAINTAINED BY THE SEMINARY OFFICIAL TO 

WHOM THE REQUEST WAS SUBMITTED, THAT OFFICIAL SHALL ADVISE THE STUDENT OF 

THE CORRECT OFFICIAL TO WHOM THE REQUEST SHOULD BE ADDRESSED. 

TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV reserves the right to refuse to permit a student to 

inspect the 

following records: 

1. The financial statement of the student’s parents. 

2. Letters and statements of recommendation for which the student has waived his or 

her right of access, or which were placed in file before January 1, 1975. 

3. Records connected with an application to attend TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF 

BOBOV, if that 

application was denied. 

4. Those records which are excluded from the FERPA definition of education 

record. 

B: THE RIGHT TO REQUEST THE AMENDMENT OF THE STUDENT’S EDUCATION RECORDS 

THAT THE STUDENT BELIEVES ARE INACCURATE OR MISLEADING. STUDENTS MAY ASK 

THE SEMINARY TO AMEND A RECORD THAT THEY BELIEVE IS INACCURATE OR 
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MISLEADING. THEY SHOULD WRITE THE SEMINARY’S OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

RECORD, CLEARLY IDENTIFYING THE PART OF THE RECORD THEY WANT CHANGED, AND 

SPECIFY WHY IT IS INACCURATE OR MISLEADING. IF THE SEMINARY DECIDES NOT TO 

AMEND THE RECORD, AS REQUESTED BY THE STUDENT, THE SEMINARY WILL NOTIFY THE 

STUDENT OF THE DECISION AND ADVISE THE STUDENT OF HIS RIGHT TO A HEARING 

REGARDING 

THE REQUEST FOR THE AMENDMENT. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE 

HEARING PROCEDURES WILL BE PROVIDED TO THE STUDENT WHEN NOTIFIED OF THE 

RIGHT TO A HEARING. 

The following educational records are maintained by TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF 

BOBOV and are 

considered subject to this law: 

1. Admissions Records – maintained by the Office of Admissions. 

2. Academic Transcripts – maintained by the Office of the Registrar. 

3. Financial Records – maintained by the tuition and business offices. 

C: THE RIGHT TO CONSENT TO DISCLOSURES OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE STUDENT'S EDUCATIONAL RECORDS, EXCEPT TO THE 

EXTENT THAT FERPA AUTHORIZES DISCLOSURE WITHOUT CONSENT. 

 
One exception which permits disclosure without consent is disclosure to school officials 

with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the school 

in an administrative, supervisory, academic or research, or support staff position (including 

law enforcement unit personnel and health staff); a person or company with whom the 

school has contracted (such as an attorney, auditor, or collection agent); a person serving 

on the Board of Trustees; or a student serving on an official committee, such as a 

disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his 

or her tasks. 

A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an 

education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility. 

Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of another 

school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. 

 

D: THE RELEASE OF DIRECTORY TYPE INFORMATION TO THIRD PARTIES OUTSIDE THE 

INSTITUTION, WITHOUT WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE STUDENT, PROVIDED THAT THE 

STUDENT HAS BEEN GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO WITHHOLD SUCH DISCLOSURE. 

TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV, AT ITS DISCRETION, WILL RELEASE THE 

FOLLOWING AS DIRECTORY INFORMATION: STUDENT’S NAME, COLLEGE, CLASS, MAJOR, 

DATES 

OF ATTENDANCE, DEGREES RECEIVED. STUDENTS WHO DO NOT WISH THIS INFORMATION 
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TO BE RELEASED OUTSIDE OF THE SEMINARY MUST SUBMIT WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR. 

With the exception of directory information, the Seminary does not permit access to or the 

release of education records without written consent of the student, other than the following 

: (a) to TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV officials, including faculty, who require 

such records in the proper performance of their duties; (b) in connection with the student’s 

financial aid; (c) to organizations conducting studies for educational or governmental 

agencies (in which case individual students are neither identified nor identifiable); (d) U.S. 

government agencies as listed in Public Law 93-380; (e) parents of a dependent student as 

defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 1954; (f) accrediting agencies; (g) appropriate 

persons in connection with an emergency if the knowledge of such information is necessary 

to protect the health or safety of a student or any other person. 

E: THE RIGHT TO FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

CONCERNING ALLEGED FAILURES BY TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV TO 

COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF FERPA. 

The name and address of the Office that administers FERPA are: 
Family Policy Compliance Office/U.S. Department of Education/600 Independence 
Avenue, SW/Washington, DC 20202-4605 

 
4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning 

alleged failures by Talmudical Seminary of Bobov to comply with the requirements of 

FERPA. The name and address of the Office that administers FERPA are: 

 
 

Family Policy Compliance Office 

U.S. Department of Education 

600 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20202-4605 

 
 

PLACEMENT DISCLAIMER 

 
 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov is an academic institution and neither provides 

vocational training nor guarantees employment or placement to students who 

complete its programs. 
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COMPLAINT PROCEDURES 

 

Internal Complaint Procedure: 

 
Any student who has a complaint should submit it in writing to the Dean. The 

complaint will be investigated, and the student will be informed in writing within 30 

days of the resolution of his complaint. No person directly involved in the complaint 

issue will make the final determination of the complaint. 

 
AARTS Complaint Procedure: 

 
Complaints can be filed with the office of the Association of Advanced Rabbinical and 

Talmudic Schools at AARTS 2329 Nostrand Ave Suite M-200 Brooklyn, NY 11210, 

Phone (212) 363-1991, Email office@aarts-schools.org 

 
New York State Complaint Procedures: 

 
Section 494C(j) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended provides that a 

student, faculty member, or any other person who believes that he/she has been 

aggrieved by an institution of higher education has the right to file a written complaint. 

 
In New York State, a complaint may be filed by any person with reason to believe that 

an institution has acted contrary to its published standards or that conditions at the 

institution appear to jeopardize the quality of the institution’s instructional programs 

of the general welfare of its students. Any student who believes he/she has been 

aggrieved by an institution on or after May 4, 1994, may file a written complaint with 

the Department within three years of the alleged incident. 

 
How to File a Complaint: 

 

1. The person should first try to resolve the complaint directly with the institution by 

following the internal complaint procedures provided by the institution. An institution 
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is required to publish its internal complaint procedure in a primary information 

document such as the catalog or student handbook. (The Department suggests that 

the complainant keeps copies of all correspondence with the institution.) 

 
2. If a person is unable to resolve the complaint with the institution or believes that the 

institution has not properly addressed the concerns, he/she may send a letter or 

telephone the Post-Secondary Complaint Registry to request a complaint form. The 

telephone number is (212) 951-6493. The address is: 

 
New York State Education Department 

Post-Secondary Complaint Registry 

One Park Avenue, 6th Floor 

New York, NY 10016 

 
3. The Post-Secondary Complaint Registry Form should be completed, signed and 

sent to the above address. The completed form should indicate the resolution being 

sought and any efforts that have been made to resolve the complaint though the 

institution’s internal complaint processes. Copies of all relevant documents should be 

included. 

 
4. After receiving the completed form, the Department will notify the complainant of 

its receipt and make any necessary request for further information. When appropriate, 

the Department will also advise the institution that a complaint has been made and, 

when appropriate, the nature of the complaint. The complainant will also be notified 

of the name of the evaluator assigned to address the specific complaint. The evaluator 

may contact the complainant for additional information. 

 
5. The Department will make every effort to address and resolve complaints within 

ninety days from the receipt of the complaint form. 

Complaint Resolution: 

 
Some complaints may fall within the jurisdiction of an agency or organization other 
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than the State Education Department. These complaints will be referred to the entity 

with appropriate jurisdiction. When a complaint concerns a matter that falls solely 

within the jurisdiction of the institute of higher education, the complainant will be 

notified and the Department will refer the complaint to the institution in question and 

request that the matter receive a review and response. 

 
Upon conclusion of the Department’s complaint review or upon a disposition of the 

complaint by referral to another agency or organization, or to the institute of higher 

education, the Department will issue written notice to the complainant describing the 

resolution of the complaint. The complainant may contact the Department evaluator 

directly for follow up information or for additional assistance. 

 

 
SUMMARY OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF 

FEDERAL COPYRIGHT LAWS 

 
Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, 

one or more of the exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 

of the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the United States Code). These rights include the right 

to reproduce or distribute a copyrighted work. In the file-sharing context, downloading 

or uploading substantial parts of a copyrighted work without authority constitutes an 

infringement. Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties. 

In general, anyone found liable for civil copyright infringement may be ordered to pay 

either actual damages or “statutory” damages affixed at not less than $750 and not more 

than $30,000 per work infringed. For “willful” infringement, a court may award up to 

$150,000 per work infringed. A court can, in its discretion, also assess costs and 

attorneys’ fees. For details, see Title 17, United States Code, Sections 504, 505. Willful 

copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment of 

up to five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense. For more information, please 

see the website of the U.S. Copyright Office at www.copyright.gov. 

http://www.copyright.gov/
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

 
 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov offers a five-year 144 credit undergraduate program in 

Talmudic studies leading to a First Talmudic Degree. 

 
Department of Talmud 

The core of the academic program consists of the study of Talmud, comprising the 

bulk of the student’s day. The study is divided between Eyun, intensive, in-depth 

analysis of each portion of text and Bekius, literally, fluency, a more broad-ranging 

study designed to familiarize the student with large areas of Talmud, to which he may 

return to at some time in the future for more detailed study. This study will encompass 

approximately 100 folio pages per year. 

 
Generally, one tractate will be studied per year. As there are a total of 63 tractates, 

completion of the entire body of Talmudic text during the period of undergraduate 

study is obviously impossible. Tractates are, therefore, rotated so that a student will 

study 5 major tractates. Indeed, the study of the entire Talmud at a fairly superficial 

level of one folio page per day would demand seven years. 

 
It is thus understandable that more important than the material covered, is the 

development of skills which will enable the student to continue on to graduate studies 

(as a majority of our graduates do); and to prepare him for the independent pursuit of 

knowledge in later life. 

 
Department of Legal Codes 

Although the Talmud is the basis of all legal decisions; its organizational structure and 

dialectical nature make its application to practical law difficult. Because of this 

difficulty, a separate body of literature consisting of legal codes has sprung up around 
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the Talmud. The Department of Legal Codes centers around the study of Orach 

Chaim and offers courses on the laws and regulations regarding daily living activities 

and rituals. 

 
Department of Ethics and Philosophy 

The study of Ethics and Philosophy is central to the development of the Jewish scholar. 

Students study selections of the classical works from medieval times through 

contemporary scholarship. 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM 

Courses are given number designations that may be understood by the following 

system: 

 The first digit refers to the department, e.g. (T) Talmud; (C) Codes(Legal Codes); (E) 

Ethics and Philosophy. 

 The second digit refers to the year of study (1-5). 

 The third digit will indicate the intensity of the course (1) intensive (2) survey. 

 The digit(s) following the first three digits will designate the texts to be covered 

as listed under department headings. 

 A or B following the course number will refer to the semester of study. 

It must be noted that the year of undergraduate study is as significant a factor as any in 

determining the intensity of a course. 

 
FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS 

Students enrolled at Talmudic Seminary of Bobov generally take the maximum 

number of courses offered each term at their grade level and progress toward their 

degrees in the time frame outlined in the sample curriculum. Course offerings for 

each semester take into account the needs of the all students, and courses are offered 

with enough frequency to enable students to graduate within the normal time frames. 
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GRADING SYSTEM 

 
The grading system followed at Tamudical Seminary of Bobov is based on a 

combination of criteria. These include an evaluation by faculty of the student’s 

classroom participation and interaction, oral examinations and written tests. 

 
For purposes of computing the student’s GPA, the following grades and their 

numerical equivalents are used in the Yeshiva: 

 
 

A 4.0 

A- 3.7 

B+ 3.3 

B 3.0 

B- 2.7 

C+ 2.3 

C 2.0 

C- 1.7 

D+ 1.3 

D 1.0 

W Withdrawal 

I Incomplete 

F 0.0 
 

 

 

The Yeshiva assesses the progress of each student in several ways. The first method is 

through regular written and oral tests. The second way in which the Yeshiva is able to 

assess the individual progress of each student is by entrusting the staff members with 

additional duties over and above the task of delivering shiur. 
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The staff members are required to mingle with their students in the main study hall 

during all sessions and approach the pairs of chavrusas to “talk in learning” thereby 

assessing their progress and helping to “jumpstart” the weaker students. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

Department of Talmud 
 
 

The Department of Talmud provides the core of the academic program. The entire 

school generally studies the same tractate, to facilitate sharing of ideas between 

students at various levels, with each year proceeding at the depth appropriate to its 

level and developing the skills to progress to the next level. 

 
Talmud is traditionally studied with a Chavrusa, a study partner. Under the Chavrusa 

system, students study in pairs so that they may proceed at their own pace, engage in 

discussion and review together all aspects of the subject under scrutiny. They amend, 

elaborate on, and crystallize each other’s conclusions. 

 
A brief summary of the Tractates of the Talmud (the letters following the first three 

digits of the course number) is provided for the convenience of the reader unfamiliar 

with Talmudic study. It should be understood, however, that these short descriptions 

do not reflect the depth, detail, and complexity of the study involved. 

 
TEXT LISTINGS 

(01) BERACHOS - Laws of Prayer, “Krias Shema”, Grace after Meals and blessings 

pertaining to foods, events, etc. 

(02) SHABBOS - The Sabbath; related restrictions and their source, in depth study of all 

regulations regarding the Sabbath, including problems that emanate from changes in society 

and technological advances. 

(03) ERUVIN - Domains. Transfer of individual or object from one place to another; use of 

devices to expand bounds of domains. 

(04) PESACHIM - Laws of Passover; leaven, the Seder, and Passover offering, concepts of 

ownership and relinquishment of rights, responsibilities for removal of leaven as related to 

status; tenant, landlord, head of household and watchman. 
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(05) SHEKALIM – Use of specified coins to purchase sacrificial animals, structure of 

accounting system used to allocate incoming funds to various expense categories in the 

Temple. 

(06) ROSH HASHANAH - Laws of the New Year, the Shofar. Sanctification of new months. 

 
(07) YUMA - The Day of Atonement and related laws. Sacrifices, services in the Temple, 

repentance, the five afflictions. 

(08) SUCCAH - Laws of the Festival of Booths, construction of Booths and their requirements. 

The four symbolic species (Lulov, Esrog, Hadassim, Arovos). 

(09) BEITZA - Laws of prohibited activities on Holidays, differing from the Sabbath. Objects 

not to be moved. 

(10) TAANIS - Laws of Fast days. 

 
(11) MEGILLAH - Laws of Purim, the Reading of the Book of Esther and other obligations 

of the Holiday, charitable donations and sending of gifts of comestibles. 

(12) MOED KOTON – Laws of Intermediate Festival days, mourning practices. 

 
(13) CHAGIGAH – Practices associated with pilgrimages to Temple, sacrificial offerings. 

 
(14) YEVAMOS - Study of Levirate marriage and Chalitza, consanguinity. General 

anthropological structure of Jewish society, permitted marriage partners etc. Privileges and 

obligations of Kohanim. Procedures involved in ascertaining the death of an individual; the 

Agunah. 

(15) KESUBOS - The marriage contract; obligations and commitments incurred therein, 

specifically in relation to financial considerations and promises made prior to marriage. 

Family structure; the status, role and rights of women in society. 

(16) NEDARIM - Laws of object-related vows and resultant obligations, annulment of vows, 

jurisdiction of parent and spouse over person making vow. 

(17) NAZIR – The Nazarite vow, restrictions, practices associated. 

 
(18) SOTAH – Practices associated with accusation of suspected adultery; conditions for 

lodging an accusation, ritual practices associated with this situation. Philosophical and moral 

implications. 
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(19) GITTIN - Traditional divorce with emphasis on Get (divorce document); technical 

aspects regulating its legality. Review of legal documents and methods of establishing 

authenticity of signatures on such documents; related regulations. 

(20) KIDDUSHIN – Process of betrothal and related regulations and obligations. 

Comparative study of modes of legal status employed elsewhere. Marriage by proxy and 

conditional betrothal. 

(21) BABA KAMA - Talmudic Civil Law, Part I. Compensation for injury or loss, redress 

and liability through injury or misappropriation, damages by the defendant, personally or by 

any chattels or agencies. Misappropriation also reviewed in its broad sense, whether through 

violence or theft. 

(22) BABA METZIA - Talmudic Civil Law, Part II. Dealing primarily with claims related to 

joint transactions, from finding lost articles to wage agreements. Considerations relating to 

trade and industry, usury, labor conditions and responsibilities, deposits and tenancy, interest. 

(23) BABA BASRA - Talmudic Civil Law, Part III. Claims of right of way, claims and rights 

of partners, neighbors, purchasers, vendors and heirs, legal forms of acquisition of partners; 

seller’s liability for value of his wares and deeds in terms of consumer protection. Deeds and 

legal documents relating to business also treated. 

(24) SANHEDRIN - Judicial processes, the Judicial Assembly and conduct of monetary and 

capital cases. Examination of witnesses, the rebellious son, types of capital punishment for 

various transgressions. 

(25) MAKKOS - Judicial corporal punishment and transgressions resulting therein. 

Contradictory witnesses, cities of refuge for involuntary manslaughter. 

(26) SHEVUOS - Laws of personal vows, oaths before the court, the status of single witness, 

partial admittance of responsibility, Shomrim-those responsible for guarding another's 

property. A ritually unclean person who entered the Temple unlawfully, the increasing and 

decreasing sacrifice. 

(27) AVODAH ZORAH – Definitions of idolatry; consequences of idolatrous practices on the 

individual and community. 

(28) EDUYOS – A compilation of discussion on many topics that were debated by Talmudic 

sages, transcripts of testimony by students on the positions of their teachers. 
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(29) HORAYOS – Analysis of dealings with mistaken judgements by ecclesiastic courts, High 

Priest or President; methods of restitution. 

(30) ZEVACHIM – Discussions of various types of sacrificial offerings, conditions under 

which a particular offering may be invalidated. 

(31) MENACHOS – Various types of prescribed meal offerings associated with specific 

categories of animal sacrifices. 

(32) CHULLIN – A detailed analysis of the dietary laws; injuries and diseases of an animal or 

bird which render it unfit for kosher consumption; anatomy of kosher animals and fowls as 

well as correct methods of slaughtering. 

(33) BECHOROS – Discussions of practices associated with the first-born; redemption of 

sanctified status, first-born animals, blemishes which render animals unfit for sacrifices. 

Particular status of first- born donkey. 

(34) ERUCHIN – Evaluations associated with individuals who pledge an amount equivalent 

to their own worth. 

(35) TEMURAH – Exchanges of sanctified status from one animal to another; status of 

offspring of consecrated animals. 

(36) KRISUS – Categories of sin defined as most serious by ecclesiastic law with most severe 

associated consequences. Sacrifices that may be brought in atonement. 

(37) MEILAH – Discussion of problems associated with attempts to remove consecrated 

status from objects or animals. 

(38) NIDAH – Ritual impurity associated with reproductive cycle, childbirth and related 

topics. 

(39) MIKVAOS – Detailed discussions of architectural requirements for ritual baths, 

dimensions and other specifications. 
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TALMUD COURSE LISTINGS 

Eyun - Intensive 
 
 

T11** A&B INTRODUCTORY TALMUD INTENSIVE 6 credits 

 

In this, the first introductory course in in-depth study of Talmud, students are guided 

in making the transition from their high school training to independent study and 

preparation of the tractate through lectures. The course is designed to acquaint 

students with analyzing the primary sources. 

 
T21** A&B BEGINNING TALMUD INTENSIVE 6 credits 

 

In this course students continue to develop their analytical abilities in preparation and 

review of the text with guidance from their lecturer. 

 
T31** A&B INTERMEDIATE TALMUD INTENSIVE 6 credits 

 

This course emphasizes the development of the skills characteristic of the serious 

Talmud scholar. Students are expected to demonstrate their mastery of the complexity 

of “Pilpul” (advanced Talmudical reasoning and analysis) and are encouraged to 

participate in the senior seminar as observers. 

 
T41** A&B SENIOR TALMUD INTENSIVE 6 credits 

 

This course focuses on perfecting the student’s knowledge of Talmudic methodology 

through the commentaries of Rashi and Tosephos. Emphasis is on in-depth 

comprehension of the material. Students are expected to contribute to the senior 

seminar as well as prepare written summaries of their original work. 
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T51** A&B ADVANCED TALMUD INTENSIVE 6 credits 

 

Students are now expected to be capable of studying entirely on their own. Lectures 

and interaction with the Dean are designed to prepare the student for graduate work 

in Talmud. Group seminars meet weekly, giving the student the opportunity to present 

and defend his conclusions. 

 
Bekius - Survey 

T12** A&B INTRODUCTORY TALMUD SURVEY 4 credits 

 

As a first survey course, this program assists students in approaching the tractate with 

an eye towards developing breadth of knowledge in the Talmud. It is an introductory 

course in basic textual reading. 

 
T22** A&B BEGINNING TALMUD SURVEY 4 credits 

 

In this course the basic skills of rapid textual reading are further developed. 

T32** A&B INTERMEDIATE TALMUD SURVEY 4 credits 

In this course students are exposed to large amounts of selected text in order to 

familiarize them with basic trends in Talmudic thought. 

 
T42** A&B SENIOR TALMUD SURVEY 4 credits 

 

At this point the student pursues his bekiyus studies largely unsupervised. He 

maintains his own pace and aims to cover as much of the tractate as possible within 

the limitations of each semester. 
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T52** A&B ADVANCED TALMUD SURVEY 4 credits 

 

Students are expected to cover significant amounts of text with various commentaries 

to broaden their knowledge and to prepare them to continue survey study of the 

Talmud in the future. 

 

 

Department of Legal Codes 
 
 

The Department of Legal Codes offers courses on principles and applications of Jewish 

practical law. 

 
Topics incude: 

 

HILCHOS KRIAS SHMA U’TEFILA: Laws regarding the recitation of the “Shma 

Yisrael” prayer and other prayers. 

HILCHOS NETILAS YADAYIM: Laws of the ritualistic washing of the hands. 
 

HILCHOS BIRCHAS HAPAIROSE: Laws concerning the recitation of blessings 

before eating various fruits of the tree. Siman 202-215. 

HILCHOS MUKTZEH: Which objects may and may not be moved, touched, and 

handled on the Sabbath and related laws. 

HILCHOS BISHUL: Laws regarding the prohibition of cooking on the Sabbath 

(includes simanim 253,254,318). 

HILCHOS HOTZAAH: Laws regarding the carrying of objects in various domains 

(private, public, etc.) on the Sabbath. 

HILCHOS BORAIR, SOCHAIT: Laws concerning the Sabbath prohibitions of 

threshing and extracting liquids. 

HILCHOS TEFILAS SHABBOS V’KIDDUSH: Laws of the Sabbath prayers and the 

“Kiddush” ceremony. 
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HILCHOS RIBBIS: Laws regarding usury. 
 

HILCHOS TZITZIS: Laws relating to “Tzitzis”, the four-cornered fringed garment. 
 

HILCHOS BASAR V’CHALAV: Dietary laws concerning mixtures of meat and dairy 

foods. 

HILCHOS MELABEN: Laws relating to cleaning clothes on Shabbos. 

HILCHOS TEFFILIN: Siman 25-45. 

HILCHOS SHMITA: RAMBAM 
 

HILCHOS MAYIM ACHRONIM: Law relating to washing hands during meal. 

HILCHOS SEUDAH: Siman 169-180. 

HILCHOS YOM TOV 

HILCHOS PESACH 

HILCHOS EIRUVIN: Laws pertaining to carrying between courtyards. 

HILCHOS BRACHOS: Laws concerning the recitation of all Blessings. 

HILCHOS SHABBOS: General review of all the laws of Shabbos. 

HILCHOS CHOL HAMOED 

HILCHOS TEFFILA 

HILCHOS REFUAH 

HILCHOS HATLIYAN B’KARKA V’HASHMAOS KOL 

 

 
Course Listings 

 
 

C111 A&B INTRODUCTORY CODES 4 credits 

C211 A&B BEGINNING CODES 4 credits 

C311 A&B INTERMEDIATE CODES 4 credits 

C411 A&B SENIOR CODES 4 credits 

C511 A&B ADVANCED CODES 4 credits 
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Department of Ethics 
 
 

The study of Ethics and Chassidic Studies is central to the development of a complete 

Jewish scholar. This department focuses on the classic ethical and Chassidic works 

and trains students in the basic tenets of Jewish thought, as well as develops their 

abilities of self-analysis and character improvement. 

 
Students may select from the following texts: 

 

Chovos Halevovos (Duties of the Heart)-by R' Bachya ibn Pakudah (Saragossa, Spain 

early 11th century) presenting the ethical teachings of Judaism and its fundamental 

beliefs in a systematic pattern, emphasizing the importance of the commandments 

relating to belief and providence. 

 
Yesod Veshorash HaAvodah, Popular and extensive ethical and Kabbalistic works by 

Rabbi Alexander Ziskind of Horodna (d.1794). 

 
Orchos Tzaddikim, Ways of the Pious-of unknown authorship, from the era following 

the Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman) dealing with the refinement of character 

traits and the ways to penitence. 

 
Me'or VeShomesh, Illumination and Sun-by Rabbi Kalonimus Kalman Epstein of 

Krakow, d. 1841 following the text of the Bible, inspirational topics on philosophy. 

 
Works of the Maharal (Rabbi Yehuda Loewy of Prague), Analytical approach to the 

exegetical portions of Talmud explaining profound philosophical concepts. 

 
Sedoro Shel Shabbos, This work on the aspects of the Sabbath were written by Rabbi 

Chaim Ben Sholom Tiher, one of the early Chassidic teachers. He was the Rabbi of 
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several large communities including the city of Chernowitz. In his latter years he 

moved to Eretz Yisroel and settled in the holy city of Zfas (Safed). He lived to the 

early part of the 19th century. 

 
Sha'arei Teshuva, The Gates of Repentance, by Rabbenu Yonah of Gerona (b. 

Gerona, Spain, c. 1180 d. Toledo, Spain 1263) describing the steps to repentance. 

 
Mesilas Yeshorim (The Path of the Just), by Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, steps to 

refinement of personality by the examination of various traits. 

 
Tanya, Classic Chassidic philosophical text by Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady. 

 

Michtav Me'Eliyahu, by Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, contemporary philosopher. 

Philosophical expositions on essentials of Jewish thought. 

 
 

 
 

Course Listings 

 
 

E110 A&B INTRODUCTORY ETHICS  1 credit 

 
The student is introduced to the language and general subject matter of the texts 

and is expected to study the text to gain a general comprehension of the material. 

 
E210 A&B BEGINNING ETHICS  1 credit 

 

The student is expected to study the text with an eye towards beginning to incorporate 

the ideas into his personal level of conduct. 
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E310 A&B INTERMEDIATE ETHICS 1 credit 

 

The student studies the texts in greater depth and discusses the ideas contained 

within with peers and teachers in order to further develop his own character 

 
E410 A&B SENIOR ETHICS 1 credit 

 

The student is expected to have widespread familiarity with any of the 

concepts and ideals expressed by the authors of the texts. 

 
E510 A&B ADVANCED ETHICS 1 credit 

 

The student is expected to have mastered many of the concepts and ideals 

expressed by the authors of the texts as evidenced by his character development. 
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SAMPLE CURRICULUM 

 
YEAR I – Fall 1 

Talmud T11##A Introductory Talmud Intensive A 6 credits 

Talmud  T12##A Introductory Talmud Survey A 4 credits 

Codes  C11A Introductory Codes A 2 credits 

 
YEAR 1 – Spring 1 

 

Talmud T11##B Introductory Talmud Intensive B 6 credits 

Talmud T12##B Introductory Talmud Survey B 4 credits 

Codes C111B Introductory Codes B 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR I- Summer 1 
 

Talmud T11##C Introductory Talmud Intensive C 6 credits 

Talmud T12##C Introductory Talmud Survey C 4 credits 

Ethics E11 Introductory Ethics 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR II – Fall 2 
 

Talmud T21##A Beginning Talmud Intensive A 6 credits 

Talmud T22##A Beginning Talmud Survey A 4 credits 

Codes C211A Beginning Codes A 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR II – Spring 2 
 

Talmud T21##B Beginning Talmud Intensive B 6 credits 

Talmud T22##B Beginning Talmud Survey B 4 credits 

Codes C211B Beginning Codes B 2 credits 

 

 

 
YEAR II– Summer 2 

 

Talmud T21##C Beginning Talmud Intensive C 6 credits 

Talmud T22##C Beginning Talmud Survey C 4 credits 

Ethics E210 Beginning Ethics C 2 credits 
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YEAR III – Fall 3 
 

Talmud T31##A Intermediate Talmud Intensive A 6 credits 

Talmud T32##A Intermediate Talmud Survey A 4 credits 

Codes C311A Intermediate Codes A 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR III – Spring 3 
 

Talmud T31##B Intermediate Talmud Intensive B 6 credits 

Talmud T32##B Intermediate Talmud Survey B 4 credits 

Codes C311B Intermediate Legal Codes B 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR III-Summer 3 
 

Talmud T31##C Intermediate Talmud Intensive C 6 credits 

Talmud T32##C Intermediate Talmud Survey C 4 credits 

Ethics E310 Intermediate Ethics C 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR IV-Fall 4 
 

Talmud T41##A Senior Talmud Intensive A 6 credits 

Talmud T42##A Senior Talmud Survey A 4 credits 

Codes C411A Senior Codes A 2 credits 

 
 

YEAR IV-Spring 4 
 

 
Talmud T41##B Senior Talmud Intensive B 6 credits 

Talmud T42##B Senior Talmud Survey B 4 credits 

Codes C411B Senior Codes B 2 credits 
 

 
YEAR IV-Summer 4 

 

Talmud T41##C Senior Talmud Intensive C 6 credits 

Talmud T42##C Senior Talmud Survey C 4 credits 

Ethics 

credits 

E410 Senior Ethics C 2 
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Outcomes: 

 
 

Two numerical indicators of outcomes at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov 

are student retention and graduation rates. 

These figures were painstakingly compiled to assist in an assessment of 

the strength and viability of our institution. 

Retention: 

 

A comparison of enrollment over a three-year period yielded the 

following: 

The period of 2018-19 to 19-20, however, saw a retention rate of 59%. A 

number of these students return to us following their stint abroad. As the 

following period shows, our retention rate increased. The following year, 

19-20 to 2020-2021 our retention rate increased by 8% to 67%. 

We are projecting that this rate will hold steady or increase, as 

our student body increases at our sister institutions. 

It is a fact that our students, for the most part, attend Bobov institutions 

from pre-school, through grade school, through high school, completing 

their studies at our Seminary. Therefore, as enrollment increases in these 

schools, it is clear that this trend will have a beneficial effect on Seminary 

enrollment as well. 

In fact, our elementary school, which began with one class, currently has 

expanded to four parallel classes in each grade. 
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At its inception, our high school had only one grade with approximately 

20 students. Presently, each grade now comprises four classes of 

approximately 25 students each. Our previous analysis projected an expansion to 

3 parallel classes as students of our elementary school’s 

three classes per grade advance to the high school level. This projection has now 

been surpassed by the reality of four parallel classes in the high school division. 

As the growth of our lower divisions continues, therefore, we continue to project 

a concomitant increase in our Talmudical Seminary’s enrollment as well. 

However, despite the fact that our prediction for the future has been fulfilled, we 

have not remained complacent and have made every effort to ensure that 

that this trend continues. For example, we continue to recruit new faculty 

members, to further attract students and encourage them to remain and complete 

their studies here. 

Graduation Rates: 

 

We collected new data on our graduation rates beginning with our first- 

year students in 2015-2016. Of the 78 first year students that year, 30% 

graduated. Our normal time frame for graduation would have been five years 

for our five-year program, assuming a student attends two semesters per year. 

Now that we have instituted a three-semester academic year, we are finding that 

our continuing students, which includes our first years from 15-16 are 

trending completion in 4½ years. Our new students who enrolled after 

the implementation of the three-semester year will be completing in four years. 

The resulting percentages are as follows: 

First Year Undergraduates in 2015: 30% completed 

First Year Undergraduates in 2016: 27% completed 
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First Year Undergraduates in 2017: 33% completed 

Relocation of married students is still a factor, as living expenses, 

in particular in the area of housing, in-town have skyrocketed, leaving 

young couples with few affordable housing options. In the past, this had 

been a most unusual choice, with the vast majority remaining near their 

extended families after marriage. Out of necessity, this development may 

continue in the foreseeable future. 

However, we are not concerned that this will result in a downward trend 

in our graduation rate, for the same reason that we project increases in 

retention. That is, the growth of our lower divisions, as well as our 

enhancements in faculty as well as educational program, including our three- 

semester school year, will result in increased graduation rates going forward. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

CAMPUS SECURITY STATISTICS/ HATE CRIME STATISTICS/ 

CAMPUS SAFETY PROCEDURES 
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Campus Security Statistics 

 

 
August 1, 2021- July 31, 2022 

 
 

For annual distribution to students and employees 

 

 
Published October 1, 2022 

 

 
Number of murders reported to police 0 

 
Number of robberies reported to police 0 

 
Number of gender related crimes reported to police 0 

Number of aggravated assaults reported to police 0 

Number of burglaries reported to police 0 

 
Number of motor vehicle thefts reported to police 0 

 
Number of offenses related to liquor 0 

 
Number of offenses related to illegal drugs 0 

 
Number of offenses related to weapons 0 

 

 

 
 

111 
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CAMPUS SECURITY PROCEDURES 
(A) Campus crime reporting procedures: Any student or employee who 

observes a crime should immediately notify the nearest police station. In 

addition, in the event of any threatening event (e.g. bomb threat, suspected 

criminal, suspicious character on premises, etc.) the person who observes 

the danger should carefully and quietly notify the senior administrative 

staff member on campus so that all students and employees can be notified 

and advised what precautions to take, while avoiding panic. 

All crimes should be brought to the attention of Rabbi Mendel Goldberg 

who serves as a liaison with the local police in coordinating information 

and keeping students informed. Pertinent crime information will be 

publicly announced to the student body within 24 hours of a crime. 

(B) Policies on access to facilities: Access to all school facilities is 

restricted to students, employees and authorized visitors who are approved 

by the school administration. All buildings are to be securely locked after 

programs and study sessions have ended. After-hours student access is 

provided by contacting appointed employees and/or students. 

(C) Current campus law enforcement policies: The institution maintains 

no security force of its own. All students and employees who observe some 

dangerous or suspect situation are expected to communicate with local 

police immediately. Students are reminded of their responsibility for the 

welfare of their fellow students. 

(D) Availability of on and off campus counseling and mental health 

services for crime victims: While professional counseling is not available 

on campus, faculty and administration members are accessible to any 

student who requires their assistance, whether for counseling or referral to 

a professional. If a student would prefer to work with someone outside of 

the school administration, the institution will refer him to the Chai Lifeline 

Crisis Hotline. Their phone number is (212) 465-1300 or toll free 1 877 

242-4543. 
112 

(E) Policies for preparing the annual disclosure of crime statistics: 

The institution annually discloses crime statistics to students and 

employees. 

(F) Programs to educate students and employees about campus 

security procedures: Students are expected to read all the security 

materials carefully, and to adhere to all policies. 

(G) Programs to educate students and employees about crime 

prevention: Students are expected to observe rudimentary precautions, 

such as traveling in groups after dark and in high crime areas. 

(H) Statistics, for most recent calendar year (and last two as 

available), of violent offenses thefts reported to police: There have 

been no documented cases of violent offenses. 

(I) Policy regarding police monitoring of crime at recognized offcampus 

organizations: There are no authorized off-campus 

organizations. 
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(J) Substance abuse policy: See Drug and Alcohol policy. 

(K) Statistics on liquor, drug, and weapons abuses: There have been no 

documented offenses related to liquor, illegal drugs or weapons. 

(M) Campus policy regarding sexual assault: Mesivta Torah Vodaath 

Rabbinical Seminary is fully committed to maintaining a safe and secure 

environment for all students. Accordingly, the school adheres to a strict 

no-tolerance policy with regard to sexual assault, domestic violence, 

dating violence and stalking. Domestic Violence is defined as the 

occurrence of one or more of the following criminal offenses upon a 

person protected under the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 1990: 

 
 

Homicide, Assault, Terroristic threats, Kidnapping, Criminal Restraint, 

False Imprisonment, Sexual Assault, Criminal Sexual Contact, Lewdness, 

Criminal Mischief, Burglary, Criminal Trespass, Harassment, Stalking. In 

the event of a sex offense, or incident of domestic violence, dating 

violence or stalking, students are urged to contact the police immediately. 

The nearest police station is located at 5822 16 Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

11204, Telephone 718-851-5611. If a student does not feel comfortable 

contacting the police directly, he may do so indirectly through the school’s 

police liaison, Mr. Werner. Should such an assault or incident occur, it is 

important for the student to preserve all evidence as proof of a criminal 

offense. Victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence or 

stalking are directed to contact a special culturally-sensitive project called 

Kol Tzedek. Their confidential hotline is 718-250-3000. This is a 

dedicated hotline and is answered by culturally sensitive social workers 

and legal staff. A brochure of their services is available at the following 

website: 

http://www.brooklynda.org/kol_tzedek/Kol%20Tzedek%20Brochure%20 

2012.pdf 

Victims of domestic violence may also contact the Shalom Task Force’s 

Confidential Hotline at (718) 337-3700. Talmudical Seminary of Bobov 

will change a victim’s academic and living situation after the alleged sex 

offense if changes are requested by the victim and are reasonably available. 

In the case of an alleged sex offense, incident of domestic violence, dating 

violence or stalking, both the accuser and the accused will be called before 

a disciplinary committee headed by the Dean of Men. The accuser and the 

accused are entitled to the same opportunities to have others present during 

a disciplinary proceeding. The Dean of Men will interview both parties and 

any witnesses in order to make a determination of the student’s culpability. 

The accuser and the accused will be informed of the school’s disciplinary 

proceeding with respect to the alleged offense or incident. 

Any student who is found guilty of sexual assault, domestic violence, 

dating violence or stalking, as determined by an investigation by a faculty 

http://www.brooklynda.org/kol_tzedek/Kol%20Tzedek%20Brochure
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board of inquiry, will immediately be expelled from the institution. There 

is no due process involved, and no appeal will be accepted. Attendance at 

our institution is a privilege, not a right, and may be withdrawn without 

notice if the student is deemed a threat to the safety and security of the 

student body. 

(M) Emergency evacuation procedures: In the event of an emergency, an 

alarm sounds throughout the entire building, classrooms, study area and 

restrooms. Students are instructed to evacuate the premises as posted and 

meet at the designated emergency evacuation site upon hearing the alarm. 

(N) Missing Student Policy: In the event a student, employee, or any 

individual becomes aware of a student missing for 24 hours he/she must 

immediately notify Mr. Shragy Werner, who will then contact the local 

police department. Students are urged to identify a contact person whom 

the school shall notify within 24 hours of the determination that the student 

is missing. 

All contact information will be registered confidentially and will only be 

accessible to authorized campus officials, and will not be disclosed, except 

to law enforcement personnel in furtherance of the investigation. The 

institution will contact the designated contact person of the missing person 

within 24 hours that the student is reported missing. If the student is under 

18 years of age, a parent or guardian will be contacted. In any case, the 

institution will inform the local law enforcement agency within 24 hours. 

(O) Other emergency procedures: If an emergency or threat requires that 

students remain in the building and that the building remain securely 

locked, Lockdown Procedures will go into effect securing the building and 

students from any outside threat. 

(P) Emergency Notifications and Timely Warnings: Institutions are 

required to provide emergency notifications or timely warnings based 

upon the circumstances. Emergency notifications are required to provide 

immediate notification to the campus community upon confirmation of a 

significant emergency or dangerous situation occurring on campus that 

involves an immediate threat to the health or safety of students or 

employees. 

 

In the event of an emergency or dangerous situation on campus confirmed 

by Mr. Deutch, Mr. Deutch will determine the appropriate community to 

notify and the content of the notification, including the withholding as 

confidential the names and other identifying information of victims. Mr. 

Deutch will then activate the PA system which will announce throughout 

the entire area under notification.  

Upon hearing the notification, students and employees are expected to 

immediately evacuate the premises and meet at the designated emergency 

evacuation site or to stay in place and lockdown will be activated 

according to the emergency announcement. 

Mr. Deutch will also coordinate the disseminating of emergency 

information to the larger community via SMS and Robo-call system or 

local news station. 
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Emergency procedures are tested at least once annually, on an announced 

or unannounced basis. Each test is documented, with the description of the 

exercise, date and time, as well as whether it was announced or 

unannounced. 

 

Timely warnings are required for all Clery Act crimes that occur on Clery 

Geography, are reported to CSAs or local law enforcement agencies and 

are considered by the institution to represent a serious or continuing threat 

to students and employees. 

 

Prompt reporting of Clery Act crimes on Clery Geography to CSAs or 

local law enforcement agencies will initiate timely warnings to all students 

and employees as to precautions to take while avoiding panic.  

 

Timely warnings may include the posting of notices in the schools 

common areas, a bulletin on the schools website or via a public 

announcement. Relevant crime information will be disseminated in the 

same manner, as soon as the information is available. 

 

In an emergency or a dangerous situation, the institution will, without 

delay and accounting for the safety of the community, determine the 

content of the notification and initiate the notification system unless 

issuing a notification will, in the judgment of responsible authorities, 

compromise efforts to assist a victim or contain, respond to, or otherwise 

mitigate the emergency.
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APPENDIX B 

FIRE SAFETY STATISTICS AND 

PROCEDURES 
117 

Fire Safety Procedures 
In case of fire: 
• Stay calm. 
• Always sound the building fire alarm immediately. If the alarm fails to 
operate, warn other occupants by knocking on doors and shouting 
warnings. 
• Call 911 from a safely located phone. Give as much information as 
possible to the dispatcher. Do not assume that someone else has 
already notified school staff. School staff will immediately notify the 
Fire Department and dispatch officers to the scene. Do not hang up 
until told to do so by the dispatcher. 
• Before opening the door, feel it with the back of your hand. If it is hot, 
do the following: 
o Do not open the windows, unless you are having trouble 
breathing. 
o Seal cracks around the door with towels, tape, bed clothing or 
similar items to keep out the smoke. 
o If you are trapped, hang a sheet, jacket, shirt or other object 
out the window that will attract attention. Shout for help. Call 
the dormitory supervisor on the phone and tell them that you 
are unable to get out of your room. The dorm supervisor or 
other school staff will be in direct contact with officers at the 
fire. Remain calm until firefighters reach you from the hallway 
or window. Their first duty upon arriving at a fire is to search 
for persons trapped in the burning building. 
• If you are able to leave the room, do so immediately and: 
o Take your key with you in case you are forced to return. Close 
all doors behind you as you exit. This will retard the spread of 
smoke and lessen damage. 
o Go to the nearest exit or stairway. DO NOT USE AN 
ELEVATOR. 
o If smoke, heat or fire blocks your exit, go to an alternate exit. 
o If all exits from a floor are blocked go back to your room and 
follow the procedures described above. 

• If smoke is present keep low to the floor. Take short breaths to avoid 
inhaling any more smoke than necessary. 
• Leave the building immediately. When school staff and/or firefighters 
arrive, direct them to the fire. 
• After exiting the building, do not congregate at or around the building 
exits. Follow the directions of school staff and firefighters. DO NOT 
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REENTER THE BUILDING FOR ANY REASON UNTIL THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT HAS DECLARED IT SAFE. 
If you hear the fire alarm, follow the steps above. 

 
 
 

APPENDIX C: 

VERIFICATION PROCEDURES 

SAR/ISIR VERIFICATION PROCEDURES 
The Student Aid applicant output document which results from the 

processing of the FAFSA (the Student Aid Report [SAR] or Institutional 

Student Information Record [ISIR]) is received by the Financial Aid 

Office. If an asterisk is noted to the right of the EFC, this student has been 

selected for verification. 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov verifies students based on the following 

criteria: 

1. All CPS - selected students are required to be verified. 

2. Unless conflicting information is found, verification is completed only 

on CPS-selected applicants. 

3. Resolution of conflicting information must occur before additional 

Federal funds may be disbursed. 

4. We reserve the right to select any student for verification, 

regardless of all of the above. 

Documentation of certain data elements provided on the FAFSA must then 

be provided to establish the accuracy of the FAFSA, and, ultimately, the 

SAR/ISIR, in order to ensure the validity of the EFC, the basis of all 

Federal Student Aid. Basic documentation would be the appropriate tax 

forms for the base year (the year prior to application), or other income 

documentation for non-tax filers. Additionally, the appropriate Verification 

Worksheet must be completed and signed. Dependent students require their 

own and one parent’s signature. Independent students require only their 

own signature. This document will serve to verify the household size and 

number in college, and serves as a control document throughout the 

verification process. 

The required documentation which originates with the institution (i.e. the 

Verification Worksheet) will be provided by Mr. Jacob Deutsch, the 

Financial Aid Director, within one week of the student’s ISIR being 

selected for verification. At that time, all required documents which 

originate with the student, will be specified, in writing, to the student. The 

deadline for submission of these documents is the deadline for submission 

of corrections to FAFSA data published annually in the Federal Register. 

 

These documents include, at a minimum, Federal tax return transcripts for 

returns filed by the student and the spouse, for independent married 
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students, and the student and the student’s parents for dependent students. 

However, the Financial Aid office may require additional 

supporting documents such as W-2 forms if warranted. Authority to 

require all documentation deemed necessary is granted the institution by 

34CFR, subpart E, 668.53. The applicant must submit all requested 

documentation in a timely manner. That is, all documents must be 

submitted sufficiently in advance of the deadline for completion of 

verification, to allow adequate time for proper completion of this process, 

as well as reprocessing of the application, if necessary. 

The Financial Aid Office’s verification specialist reviews all these 

documents, and compares them to the information on the output 

document. If conflicting information is found, even if not a required 

verification item, the conflict must be resolved and/or corrected, in order 

for the student to continue to receive Federal Aid. 

A vital component of the function of the Financial Aid Office is to assist 

students and their families in every way possible to enable them to fully 

comply with all eligibility requirements. Satisfactory completion of 

verification is one of the most crucial of these. 

Therefore, it is the policy of this office to provide professional guidance 

to all parties, enabling them to cooperate fully, and in a timely manner. 

The deadline for completion of this process, which includes submission of 

any necessary corrections to the Central Processing System, as well as 

receipt of the corrected, reprocessed ISIR, is September 27 or 120 days 

following the last date of attendance, whichever is earlier. If this deadline 

is not met, the student will lose eligibility for Federal Student Aid. Any 

funds already disbursed or credited to the student’s account will be 

invalidated and the student will be required to repay all disbursed amounts 

within 60 days of the date of notification, if disbursed directly to the 

student. If necessary, legal action will be taken to recover these funds, 

including, but not limited to, referring overpayment cases to the 

Department of Education. 

Following completion of verification, the student will receive a 

“Verification Result” letter. Should reprocessing be necessary, due to 

errors discovered through this process, a “Reprocessed Letter” will be 

generated, detailing all changes which will be submitted to the Central 

Processor on behalf of the student, as well as any changes which may 

result in the student’s eligibility for funds. 

Note: At any time during the processing and reviewing of student 

information, should conflicting documentation be discovered, it must be 

brought to the attention of all concerned parties and resolved. Until that 

time, all further Federal Aid must be withheld. 
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APPENDIX E 

REFUNDS AND REPAYMENTS 
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Treatment of Title IV Aid When a Student Withdraws 
The law specifies how your school must determine the amount of Title IV 

program assistance that you earn if you withdraw from school. The 

Title IV programs that are covered by this law are: Federal Pell Grants, 

Stafford Loans, PLUS Loans, Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grants (FSEOGs), and Federal Perkins Loans. 

Even in the instance that your aid is posted to your account at the start of 

each payment period, you earn the funds as you complete the period. 

When you withdraw during your payment period or period of enrollment 

(the Financial Aid Office can define these for you and tell you which one 

applies) the amount of Title IV program assistance that you have earned 

up to that point is determined by a specific formula. If you received (or 

your school or parent received on your behalf) less assistance than the 

amount that you earned, you may be able to receive those additional funds. 

If you received more assistance than you earned, the excess funds must be 

returned by the school and/or you. 

The amount of assistance that you have earned is determined on a pro rata 

basis. For example, if you completed 30% of your payment period or 

period of enrollment, you earn 30% of the assistance you were originally 

scheduled to receive. Once you have completed more than 60% of the 

payment period or period of enrollment, you earn all the assistance that 

you were scheduled to receive for that period. 

If you did not receive all of the funds that you earned, you may be due a 

post-withdrawal disbursement. If the post-withdrawal disbursement 

includes loan funds, your school must get your permission before it can 

disburse them. You may choose to decline some or all of the loan funds 

so that you don’t incur additional debt. Your school may automatically use 

all or a portion of your post-withdrawal disbursement (including loan 

funds, if you accept them) for tuition, fees, and room and board charges 

(as contracted with the school). For all other school charges, the school 

needs your permission to use the post-withdrawal disbursement. If you do 

not give your permission (which some schools ask for when you enroll), 

you will be offered the funds. However, it may be in your best interest to 

allow the school to keep the funds to reduce your debt at the school. 

There are some Title IV funds that you were scheduled to receive that you 

cannot earn once you withdraw because of other eligibility requirements. 

 

For example, if you are a first-time, first-year undergraduate student and 

you have not completed the first 30 days of your program before you 

withdraw, you will not earn any FFEL or Direct loan funds that you would 

have received had you remained enrolled past the 30th day. 

If you receive (or your school or parent receive on your behalf) excess 

Title IV program funds that must be returned, your school must return a 

portion of the excess equal to the lesser of 

1. your institutional charges multiplied by the unearned percentage of 
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your funds, or 

2. the entire amount of excess funds. 

The school must return this amount even if it didn’t keep this amount of 

your Title IV program funds. 

If your school is not required to return all of the excess funds, you must 

return the remaining amount. Any loan funds that you must return, you (or 

your parent for a PLUS Loan) repay in accordance with the terms of the 

promissory note. That is, you make scheduled payments to the holder of 

the loan over a period of time. 

Any amount of unearned grant funds that you must return is called an 

overpayment. The amount of a grant overpayment that you must repay is 

half of the grant funds you received or were scheduled to receive. You do 

not have to repay a grant overpayment if the original amount fo the 

overpayment is $50.00 or less. You must make arrangements with your 

school or the Department of Education to return the unearned grant funds. 

The requirements for Title IV program funds when you withdraw are 

separate from any refund policy that Talmudical Seminary of Bobov may 

have (see catalog p.24). Therefore, you may still owe funds to the school 

to cover unpaid institutional charges. The registrar’s office can provide you 

with the requirements and procedures for officially withdrawing from 

school. 

You may refer questions about your Title IV program funds to the Office 

of Student Aid, as well as, the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 

1-800-4-FEDAID (1-800-433-3243). TTY users may call 1-800-730-8913. 

Information is also available on Student Aid on the Web at 

www.studentaid.ed.gov. 

 

Return of Funds by the Student 
The student (or parent for a PLUS loan) must return unearned aid for 

which the student is responsible by repaying funds to the following 

sources, in order, up to the total net amount disbursed from each source, 

after subtracting the amount MTVRS will return: (Amounts to be returned 

to grants are reduced by 50%). 

1. Unsubsidized Stafford Loan 

2. Subsidized Stafford Loan 

3. PLUS loan 

4. Pell Grant x 50% 

5. FSEOG x 50% 

6. LEAP x 50% 

Loan amounts are returned in accordance with the terms of the promissory note. 

If a student received less aid prior to withdrawal than he or she 

earned under the formula, TSOB will make or offer to make a postwithdrawal 

disbursement. Post-withdrawal disbursements will be made 

from funds in the following order: 

1. Pell Grant 

2. SEOG 

http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
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3. LEAP 

4. Subsidized Stafford Loan 

5. Unsubsidized Stafford Loan 

6. PLUS Loan 

To officially withdraw from TSOB, you must notify the following offices 

in the following order: (1) The Registrar; (2) Tuition Office; the Tuition 

Office will request a signed statement of withdrawal; (3) Financial Aid; 

(4) You may need to visit the Financial Aid Office again to discuss 

adjustments to your account. 

 

Repayment Policy 
If a student totally withdraws from the Seminary on or before the first day 

of classes of a payment period, and the student received a cash 

disbursement for non-institutional costs under any Title IV program 

(excluding Federal Work Study, and the Stafford Loans) for that period, 

the student must repay any cash disbursement which is determined by the 

Seminary to be an overpayment. 

In determining whether a student received an overpayment, the Seminary 

will subtract from the cash disbursement received by the student the 

educational costs incurred for non-institutional charges (to include room 

and board, books and supplies, and miscellaneous expenses) for that 

payment period up to the date of withdrawal. The cost of books, supplies, 

and miscellaneous expenses will be determined by the number of days that 

the student is enrolled. The Seminary will determine the amount of the 

refund, and the amount will be allocated to the Title IV programs in the 

following order: 

1. Stafford Unsubsidized Loans 

2. Stafford Subsidized Loans 

3. PLUS Loan 

4. Federal Pell Grant 

5. Federal SEOG Program 

6. Other Title IV Aid Programs 

7. Other Federal Sources of aid 

8. Other Institutional aid 

9. The student 

The Seminary will determine the amount of any repayment, and the 

amount will be allocated in the following order: 

1. Federal Pell Grant 

2. Federal SEOG Program 

3. Other Title IV programs 

4. Other Federal or Institutional aid 

In cases where the student drops courses and has already received full 

payment of financial aid awards from federal sources, repayment of 

unused funds may be necessary. 
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TALMUDICAL SEMINARY OF BOBOV 

DRUG & ALCOHOL POLICY 
 

Contact Person: Rabbi Solomon Gordon, Registrar 718-854-8700 

 

In compliance with the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989 

(Public Law 101-226), the following program has been adopted and implemented at 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov to prevent the illicit use of drugs and abuse of alcohol 

and tobacco by students and employees. 

 

Students are expected to comply with the Seminary’s Rules and 

Regulations which are printed in the college’s catalog and in this document. 

 

Standards of Conduct 
Talmudical Seminary of Bobov is a caring institution of higher education committed to 

promoting the physical, intellectual, social, and ethical development of all individuals. 

The inappropriate use of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs threatens the health and safety 

of students, employees, their families, and the general public, and adversely impairs 

performance. In addition to promoting health, safety, and a positive learning and working 

environment, Talmudical Seminary of Bobov is committed to preventing alcohol and 

other drug-related problems among all members of the Seminary community. 

 

All members of the Seminary community are expected to abide by the laws of the City, 

State, and Federal government. Talmudical Seminary of Bobov will not serve as a 

sanctuary, and cannot insulate its students, faculty, and staff from the consequences of 

illegal acts, including prosecution under the law. 

 

Responsible use of alcohol on or off premises, by students over 21, while 

not encouraged, will be permitted only as part of ritual services, only 

under the supervision of a member of the faculty or administration, and 

only as long as the student makes no attempt to operate a motor vehicle. 

 

LEGAL SANCTIONS: 

LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL 
Illicit Drugs: The legislature of the State of New York and Federal statutes have made 

the possession, sale, or purchase of certain drugs without authorization a crime. The 

unlawful manufacture, possession, distribution, dispensing, or use of such drugs on 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov property or at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov sponsored 

activities is prohibited. Anyone determined to have violated this policy will be subject to 

the appropriate penalties. (see below). All members of the Seminary community are 

expected to abide by the City, State, and Federal statutes that have made the possession, 

sale, or purchase of illegal drugs a crime. 
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As a condition of employment, any employee of the Seminary must notify his or her 

supervisor if he or she is convicted of a drug-related offense involving the workplace 

within five (5) days of conviction. 

 

Pursuant to the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, 34 CFR §85.635, the 

Seminary is then required to notify the appropriate granting or contracting 

Federal agency within ten (10) days of receiving notice of any such 

conviction. 

 

You can be arrested if you are in the company of friends who are using 

illegal drugs, even if you are not participating. The present penal system is 

such that even one night in jail awaiting a court appearance (even if you 

are not convicted) is a most unpleasant experience. 

 

Alcohol: New York State law prohibits selling or giving alcohol to any “visibly 

intoxicated person”. Possession and consumption of alcohol are illegal under New York 

State law for those under 21 years of age. The unlawful manufacture, possession, 

distribution, dispensing, or use of alcohol on Talmudical Seminary of Bobov property or 

at Talmudical Seminary of Bobov sponsored activities is prohibited. Anyone determined 

to have violated this policy will be subject to the appropriate penalties. (see below). 

 

Tobacco: Smoking is prohibited in all Seminary buildings. 

These standards of conduct and policies are consistent with the Seminary’s 

desire to promote health and safety and are in accordance with the requirements of the 

Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 and the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act 

Amendments of 1989 (Public Law 

 

Talmudical Seminary of Bobov will continue their efforts to maintain an environment 

free from the unlawful possession, use, and distribution of alcohol and other drugs. 

A. FEDERAL PENALTIES 

There are severe penalties for illegal drug trafficking, with minimum 

sentences for many categories. See following chart. 

B. TATE PENALTIES 

The state of New York has its drug laws codified in Articles 220 and 221 

of the Penal Code. See following chart for a summary of the New York 

State criminal penalties for the sale and possession of controlled 

substances. 

C. OCAL ORDINANCES 

These may range from fines for driving with an open container or an 

alcoholic beverage in the car, regardless of whether the driver has 

consumed any alcohol, to more severe penalties. 

 

Health Risks Associated with Illicit Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco 
Illicit drugs: Numerous independent studies have documented the serious 
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health consequences posed by the use of illicit drugs: addiction/ 

dependence, physiological damage, and intellectual, psychological, or 

emotional breakdown. Altered perception and behavior under the 

influence of certain drugs can also cause accidents. The health hazards of 

specific drugs are listed in this appendix. 

Alcohol: Alcohol (ethanol) is toxic to the human body. It is a central 

nervous system depressant that slows bodily functions such as heart rate, 

pulse, and respiration. Taken in large quantities, it progressively causes 

intoxication, sedation, and unconsciousness - and can lead to death. 

Alcoholics can consume large quantities of alcohol without appearing to 

be drunk or uncontrolled. Nevertheless, alcoholism causes severe 

emotional, physical, and psychological damage. Prolonged heavy drinking 

can damage various organs, resulting in disorders such as cirrhosis of the 

liver, heart disease, pancreatitis, and cancer. It can also lead to 

gastrointestinal irritation (nausea, diarrhea, gastritis, ulcers), malnutrition, 

high blood pressure, lowered resistance to disease, and possible 

irreversible brain and nervous system damage. Alcoholism can also lead to 

a wide variety of problems involving one’s emotional, family, work, and 

social life. 

Tobacco: The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the 

American Psychiatric Association, and the World Health Organization 

have determined that nicotine, the chief component of tobacco, is a highly 

addictive drug. Forty years ago, the first report of the U.S. Surgeon 

General was issued on the impact of tobacco use on health. This 1964 

report presented stark conclusions: that cigarette smoking causes lung 

cancer and is the most significant cause of chronic bronchitis. The report 

linked tobacco smoking with emphysema and other forms of cancer. The 

health hazards of tobacco use are now well documented and directly 

linked to the death of an estimated 390,000 Americans a year. 

Recent studies have shown that mere exposure to environmental tobacco 

smoke is associated with the occurrence of many diseases, such as lung 

cancer and heart disease in nonsmokers and low birthrate in the offspring 

of nonsmokers. Because environmental tobacco smoke represents one of 

the strongest sources of indoor air contaminants in buildings where 

smoking is permitted, the Seminary adopted a policy that prohibits 

smoking inside all Seminary facilities (buildings). Seminary presidents are 

free to impose a total ban on smoking on their grounds, or provide for 

limited smoking areas outside of buildings, a set distance from a 

building’s entrance. 

Counseling Services 
Illicit drugs and alcohol: If you are experiencing difficulty with alcohol 
or chemical dependency, Talmudical Seminary of Bobov can help you find counseling 

services or rehabilitation programs that will help you with your problem. 

Students may be referred to the Menahel by members of the instructional staff or may 

seek assistance directly. The Menahel may take disciplinary action as required, or may 

recommend that the student meet with a counselor for appropriate referral or assistance 
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through self-help organizations or other outside intervention agencies such 

as Torah Umesorah’s Counterforce Program. Serious health risks, 

documented by the medical community, accompany the use and abuse of 

alcohol and drugs. 

 

Employees will, at the request of their supervisor, be asked to meet with a 

counselor. The counselor, after an interview, may recommend appropriate 

assistance through self-help organizations or other outside intervention 

such as drug rehabilitation or employee assistance programs. Employees 

may also seek such assistance on their own. 

Tobacco: The Menahel can provide help, referrals, or information 

about smoking cessation. 

TALMUDICAL SEMINARY SANCTIONS 
As an institution which is firmly opposed to any drug involvement, we 

shall deal severely with any student who misuses controlled substances. 

Please read the following carefully. It is the only warning you will receive 

before sanctions are imposed. 

A. NOWLEDGE THAT ANOTHER STUDENT/EMPLOYEE IS INVOLVED WITH 

DRUGS OR ALCOHOL 

Students/employees who become aware that a fellow student/employee is 

misusing drugs or alcohol are expected to bring the problem to the 

attention of the Dean of Students immediately. Students/employees who 

fail to do so will be held responsible, and will be censured. 

 

Be aware that neglect of a serious problem of this nature may prove to be 

a severe threat to the well-being of the individual involved, as well as to 

those around him. 

B. FIRST OFFENSE – STUDENTS 

A student who is reported to have misused drugs/alcohol will be called to the Menahel’s 

office to respond to the accusation. The Menahel will interview any witnesses, and make 

a determination of the student’s culpability. 

 

If found to be at fault, the student will receive a reprimand, and the offense 

will be noted in the student’s permanent record. 

 

At the discretion of the Menahel, the student will be suspended, pending 

discussion with the student’s parents and meeting with a health 

professional to assess the degree of the problem. 

If the Menahel is fully satisfied that this was a onetime occurrence, and that 

the student is sincerely regretful, and can be trusted to refrain from any 

future involvement with drugs, the student will be allowed back into 

school. 

 

He will be clearly warned that any repeat of the offense will result in 

immediate suspension pending investigation, and ultimately in expulsion. 

C. SECOND OFFENSE – STUDENTS 

Any student who is guilty of a second offense, as determined by 
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investigation by a faculty board of inquiry, will immediately be expelled 

from the institution. 

 

Reinstatement may be considered only after a prolonged period of 

professional counseling and compliance testing, and at the discretion of 

the Menahel. 

 

There is no due process involved, and no appeal will be accepted. 

Attendance at our institution is a privilege not a right, and may be 

withdrawn without notice if the student is deemed a threat to the moral 

and/or physical integrity of the student body. 

D. FIRST OFFENSE – EMPLOYEES 

In general, no applicant who has been convicted of a drug-related offense 

will be hired as an employee of this institution, although we may consider 

extenuating circumstances. 

Any employee who has concealed a past drug-related conviction will be 

terminated without notice if such offense comes to our attention. 

Any employee who is observed to be misusing drugs and/or engaging in 

its unlawful possession or sale, will immediately be terminated and 

referred to appropriate law enforcement officials. 

E. ADDICTION TO PRESCRIPTION DRUGS/ALCOHOL 

As legal substances, prescription drugs and alcohol are, unfortunately, 

susceptible to misuse and addiction. 

The institution is sympathetic to any individual who is inadvertently 

entrapped in such a situation, and urges that individual to obtain 

immediate professional and/or self-help group type of assistance in curing 

the addiction. 

 

The Administration will make every effort to allow the employee to 

arrange his schedule to facilitate seeking professional assistance, and will 

make every possible effort to allow an employee to return to work after 

seeking treatment for their addiction at a residential clinic. 

F. RESPONSIBLE USE OF ALCOHOL 

Under no circumstances is a student who has consumed any alcoholic 

beverage, in any quantity, to drive any motor vehicle. A student’s friends 

are expected to exercise good judgment and seek the assistance of an adult 

if they are unable to dissuade a student from driving. 

Preferably, a student who is drinking should turn his car keys over to a 

friend. We wholeheartedly support the idea of a designated driver. This is 

an arrangement where one person, who will not drink at all, is selected in 

advance to drive home. 

Any student who drinks will be held responsible, and censured severely, 

for any infraction of this rule, up to and including a meeting with the 

student’s parents, and/or suspension. 
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Federal and State Sanctions 

for the Unlawful Use of Alcohol and Drugs 
Illicit drugs: Both Federal and New York State laws make it a criminal 

offense to manufacture, distribute, dispense, or possess with intent to 

manufacture, distribute, dispense, or simply possess a controlled 

substance, including marijuana (21 U.S.C. §801, et seq.; New York State 

Penal Law, §§220, 221; New York State Public Health Law, §3306). The 

penalties imposed upon conviction for violation of these laws depend upon 

the particular offense and on aggravating factors such as the type and 

quantity of drugs in each offense. Sanctions range from monetary fines 

and community service to imprisonment. Federal penalties are similar to 

those assessed by New York State. Note also the following important 

aspects of New York State statutes: 

In New York State, a gift of drugs, including marijuana, is treated as a 

sale. 

Appearing in public under the influence of narcotics or a drug other than 

alcohol to the degree that one may endanger oneself or other persons or 
property, or annoy persons in ones vicinity, is a violation, punishable by a 
fine and imprisonment up to 15 days. New York State Penal Law §240.40. 
142 

Alcohol: A variety of criminal penalties may result from the misuse of 

alcoholic beverages: 

In New York, if you give or sell an alcoholic beverage to a person less 

than 21 years old, you are committing a class A misdemeanor, punishable 
by up to 1 year in jail and a possible $1,000 fine. New York State Penal 
Law §260.20 (2). 

Any sale of any kind of alcoholic beverage without a license or permit is 

a misdemeanor punishable by a fine, a jail term, or both. 

If you are under the age of 21, you are prohibited from possessing 

alcoholic beverages with intent to consume them. Each violation is 
punishable by a $50 fine. The beverages may also be seized and destroyed 
by appropriate internal or external authorities. 

You can be fined up to $100 and required to perform community service 

if you are under 21 and present falsified proof when attempting to 
purchase alcoholic beverages, and you can have your driver’s license 
suspended for up to 90 days if you use it to try to purchase alcohol 
illegally. 

Any person who operates a motor vehicle while intoxicated, or while 

his/her ability to operate such vehicle is impaired by the consumption of 
alcohol or drugs, is subject to suspension or revocation of driving 
privileges in the State, monetary fines up to $1,000, and imprisonment up 
to one year. New York State Vehicle Traffic Law §1192. 

Tobacco: Selling tobacco products to any person under the age of 18 is a 
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class B misdemeanor and punishable by imprisonment up to 3 months. 

New York State Penal Law §260.21 (3). 

Note also that because exposure to environmental tobacco smoke has 

been identified as a health hazard to nonsmokers, the Seminary 
strengthened its own policy that prohibits smoking inside all Seminary 
facilities (buildings). 

These are only examples of the possible penalties for the illegal 

possession, use, and distribution of illicit drugs, alcoholic beverages, and 

tobacco. You should also know that it is part of the Seminary’s official 

policy to discourage violations of Federal, State, and City laws. Where 

appropriate, the Seminary will refer persons who violate such laws for 

prosecution to the relevant governmental authorities and will cooperate 

fully with such authorities. 

 

Community-Based Services 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

718-520-5021 

Al-Anon 

212-254-7230 

212-260-0407 

Focus on Recovery 

800-234-1253 

NYS Drug Information Hotline 

800-522-5353 

Children of Alcoholics 

800-359-COAF (359-2623) 

Stop Smoking Hotline 

800-ACS-2345 (227-2345) 

Torah Umesorah Counterforce 

718-854-7730 


